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Sunday September 11, 2022 
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church  

 

Welcome & Prayer  
Today we have another chance to come to our great and mighty God and worship the king of Kings and the 
Lord of Lords. As we prepare to do so let us turn to Psalm 91 and remind us ourselves why this is such a 
good thing to do.  
 
Psalm 91. “Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will 
say of the LORD, ‘He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’ 3 Surely he will save you from 
the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence. 4 He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings 
you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 5 You will not fear the terror of 
night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that 
destroys at midday. 7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come 
near you. 8 You will only observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked. 9 If you say, 
‘The LORD is my refuge,’ and you make the Most High your dwelling, 10 no harm will overtake you, no 
disaster will come near your tent. 11 For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your 
ways; 12 they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone 13 You will 
tread on the lion and the cobra; you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 14 ‘Because he loves me,’ 
says the LORD, ‘I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 15 He will call on me, and I 
will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honour him. 16 With long life I will satisfy 
him and show him my salvation.’” 
 

Song – Crown Him with Many Crowns 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3YJnVN6wdvI 

1. Crown Him with many crowns,   3. Crown Him the Lord of life! 
The Lamb upon His throne;    Who triumphed o’er the grave, 
Hark! How the heav’nly anthem drowns  Who rose victorious in the strife 
All music but its own!     For those He came to save. 
Awake, my soul and sing    His glories now we sing, 
Of Him Who died for thee,    Who died, and rose on high, 
And hail Him as thy matchless King   Who died eternal life to bring, 
Through all eternity.     And lives that death may die. 

2. Crown Him the Lord of love!    4. Crown Him the Lord of heav’n! 
Behold His hands and side—    One with the Father known, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above,   One with the Spirit through Him giv’n 
In beauty glorified.     From yonder glorious throne, 
No angel in the sky     To Thee be endless praise, 
Can fully bear that sight,    For Thou for us hast died; 
But downward bends His wond’ring eye  Be Thou, O Lord, through endless days 
At mysteries so bright.    Adored and magnified. 

Bible Reading – Revelation 19:1-21 (NIV) 
After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: “Hallelujah! 
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 2 for true and just are his judgments. He has condemned 
the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his 
servants.” 3 And again they shouted: “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.” 4 The 
twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the 
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throne. And they cried: “Amen, Hallelujah!” 5 Then a voice came from the throne, saying: “Praise our 
God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both great and small!” 6 Then I heard what sounded like a great 
multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: “Hallelujah! For our Lord 
God Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has 
come, and his bride has made herself ready.  8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” (Fine 
linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.) 9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed 
are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of 
God.” 10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with 
you and with your brothers and sisters who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For it is the Spirit 
of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus.” 11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white 
horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are like 
blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he 
himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven 
were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Coming out of his 
mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron sceptre.” He 
treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has this 
name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud 
voice to all the birds flying in mid-air, “Come, gather together for the great supper of God, 18 so that you 
may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and the mighty, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all 
people, free and slave, great and small.” 19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies 
gathered together to wage war against the rider on the horse and his army. 20 But the beast was captured, 
and with it the false prophet who had performed the signs on its behalf. With these signs he had 
deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. The two of them were 
thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulphur. 21 The rest were killed with the sword coming out of the 
mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. 
 

Announcements  
Focus for September – Devotions. Every child of God will want to spend time with God each day. They will 
want to prioritise the most important relationship that they have, with their heavenly father. And so we 
should put aside a time each day to be with him, listen to him speak to us (through reading the bible) and 
talk to him in prayer. How are you going with that? How much time are you able to devote to that? And do 
we need to rethink how we do that so that we give it the priority it deserves? 
Next Term: For the first two weeks of term 4 we are closing down our small groups and running some 
ministry training times instead. We hope to be running sessions on Sound/ Welcoming/Reading the Bible in 
Public/Praying in Public/Visiting on behalf of the church/ Connecting with missionaries/ leading a small 
group/Family & catechism/ Personal Evangelism/Elvanto. You will get to choose the Session you want to 
do. Unfortunately, not every session will be held on every occasion! The plan is that we will meet at the 
Charlestown Church/Hall on Tuesday nights (6:45 BYO meal, 7:30-8:30 training) or Wednesday (12:15 BYO 
lunch, 1-2pm training). You don’t need to be in a small group to come, we hope we can get as many people 
as possible to grow in their ministry skills, which will help us as a Church to better care for our people.   
WMPCA Conference | Saturday 17th September 9:00am - 1:00pm. For men and women. Speakers Dani 
Treweek, Ben Johnson & Sylvia Sui. See Stephen for more details.  
Hunter PY Camp | Friday 16th - Saturday 17th September.  To be held at Gateway Presbyterian, Anna Bay. 
The speaker is Jarred McNaughton. $35 per person. To enrol visit https://hunter-py-camp-
22.paperform.co/  
Work Day: As last Saturday was too wet to lay concrete, we have moved the work day to next Saturday. 8-
12am. All welcome. Plenty of jobs big or small, indoor and outdoor! 
Upcoming Events 

• Gala Mission concert 

• Gather Round Christmas Celebration 
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Kids Spot: We are starting a new series this week on the book of Acts (for the rest of the year). This week, 
in Acts 1, we learn that the good news about the risen Lord Jesus can’t be stopped. Challenge for the week: 
Pray each day for a different missionary who our church supports (Webbs in Broome, Josh Montzka in 
Melbourne, Applebys in Cambodia, Parsons in Japan, our mission team going to Vanuatu this year). 
Christmas boxes (Operation Christmas Child. Samaritans Purse). (if room) There are again three options 
for boxes this year; fill a box yourself, or, collect a box and a $8 pack and provide some extras, or, pay $10 
to have a box filled on your behalf. Each option also requires $10 postage per box. For payment, please 
transfer to the church account (BSB 062 829 Acc 10194850) with the description Christmas box. Info – 
Kathryn O’Callaghan or alternatively visit Samaritans Purse https://occ.samaritanspurse.org.au/       
          

Prayer Points for 11th September 2022 
Psalm 30:4 “Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, and give thanks to His holy name.” 
Pray for Lebanon: Pray for preservation of religious freedom. Pray for Christians to commit to staying in 
the land in order to spread the gospel to their neighbours. Pray for healing and forgiveness for those 
deeply wounded by the tragedy of war. 
Pray for our government: Pray they will respect what is good, sensible and just. 
Pray for Webbs: Praise points following the recent locally organised convention - members were able to 
exercise gifts in music, food prep and inviting others. Praise for those 8 who were able to persevere 
through 5 hours in-depth study on God’s holiness. Thanks for the joyful vibe throughout convention . 
Thankful for non-believers who heard the gospel and for the YWAM team teaching the children.  Please 
pray for God to use what happened at the conference to grow and mature believers.  
 

Bible Reading – Revelation 20:1-15 (NIV) 

20 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a 
great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from 
deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a 
short time. 4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw 
the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word 
of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or 
their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not 
come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those 
who share in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of 
God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. 7 When the thousand years are over, Satan 
will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—
Gog and Magog—and to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They 
marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But 
fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the 
lake of burning sulphur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented 
day and night for ever and ever. 11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth 
and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and 
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of 
life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up 
the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was 
judged according to what they had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The 
lake of fire is the second death. 15 Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown 
into the lake of fire. 

 

https://occ.samaritanspurse.org.au/
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Song – All I have is Christ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugGucoYMmKg 

 

1. I once was lost in darkest night   2. But as I ran my hell-bound race 
Yet thought I knew the way    Indifferent to the cost 
The sin that promised joy and life   You looked upon my helpless state 
Had led me to the grave    And led me to the cross 
I had no hope that You would own   And I beheld God’s love displayed 
A rebel to Your will     You suffered in my place 
And if You had not loved me first   You bore the wrath reserved for me 
I would refuse You still    Now all I know is grace 
   CHORUS 
Hallelujah! All I have is Christ 
Hallelujah! Jesus is my life 
 
3. Now, Lord, I would be Yours alone 
And live so all might see 
The strength to follow Your commands 
Could never come from me 
O Father, use my ransomed life 
In any way You choose 
And let my song forever be 
My only boast is You 

 

Sermon – Hallelujah! (Stephen T)  
A long time ago I was at the cricket, at the Gabba, I think it was a one-dayer, and those cricket matches go 
for a long time, they start at 2pm in the afternoon and end at 10pm at night. So, I watching the action and I 
was engaged, really engaged in what was going on for a long time. And then I started getting hungry, what 
did I pack to eat for the day? I reach for my backpack & I start to have a look. Rolls. Chips. Apples. Coke. My 
lips start to salivate. I start to ponder what I am going to have and when. And as I make my decision. It 
happens.  

Slide 2 
The most spectacular catch. The player flies threw the air and takes a one hander while fully outstretched. 
And I missed it. Missed it live. Because I was looking somewhere else. I was concentrating on something 
else. I was there for the cricket but my mind was on the food. And friends I don’t want us to make the 
same mistake today. We are here today to worship God. To hear him speak to us through his word & 
together we will be looking at Revelation 19 & 20 but as I prepared this sermon my mind kept going onto 
something else, the Millennium. The 1000-year reign of Christ. Is it literal or hidden? Is it now or in the 
future? What am I going to say and what you going to actually hear me say? For the millennium is one of 
the great mysteries of the Bible.  

Slide 3 
And if we concentrate on that, we might miss what we have come to do today. Worship God. See a vision 
of the risen Christ. Be blown away by what God has done, what God is doing and what God will do in this 
world. And that is what this passage is all about. So, let’s not miss why we are here. Let’s not be distracted. 
Let’s see what God is saying to us today from His word. For the first thing he wants to show us is  

Slide 4 
1. God’s Reign (19:1-10) 

“After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: “Hallelujah! 
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 2 for true and just are his judgments. He has condemned 
the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his 
servants. 3 And again they shouted: “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.” 
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If there is one word that literally leaps off the page in the first part of Revelation 19 it is the word, 
Hallelujah. For it is said 4 times in the first 6 verses and these are the only times that the word appears in 
the whole of the New Testament. Hallelujah. Literally Praise the Lord & it is shouted by the great multitude 
in verses 1 & 3. It is said again by the 24 elders around the throne. And it comes across like the thunder of 
a waterfall from the throne itself. 
 
Hallelujah. God is to be praised. God is to be honoured. God is to be glorified. Why? According to verse 2 
because “True and just are his judgements.” God has got his judgements right. He has finally brought 
justice to this world. We saw that last week when God defeated all evil. He has condemned the great 
prostitute that was seducing people away from all that is true and just. He has righted all the worlds 
wrongs. Hallelujah. 

Slide 5 
And he has replaced the wrong with the right. For now, we read in verse 6 “Hallelujah! For our Lord God 
Almighty reigns.” It is the end of incompetent, unworthy, unqualified government. God has stepped into 
the breach and he will now reign for ever and ever. 

Slide 6 
Imagine getting onto a plane and just after take-off hearing the pilot come on the intercom to say that he 
is now getting out of the pilot’s chair & handing the controls to his nine-year old son. And then for the next 
hour or so you would be beside yourself as the plane dips and dives and jerks and pulls this way and that. 
And wouldn’t you be relieved, very relieved when the pilot came back on and announced he was taken 
control of the plan again? You would also be saying Hallelujah! Now the rightful ruler of the plane is again 
in control. 

Slide 7 
And thirdly Hallelujah 7 “Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has 
come, and his bride has made herself ready.  8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” (Fine 
linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.) 9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed 
are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of 
God.” 

Slide 8 
God’s son is about to marry God’s church. Wow. And there is the lamb of God, Jesus in all his splendour 
and he gives his bride the clothes that she is to wear. A white wedding dress, symbolising the perfect acts 
of Jesus given to his people to make them look beautiful. Gorgeous even, stunning. Holy Moley. Hallelujah. 
Praise God. 
 
At the beginning of the Bible, we see a wedding of the first man and woman in the world, Adam and Eve 
and their relationship is meant to symbolise the relationship that mankind itself can have with their God. 
Loving and loved. Perfect and fulfilling. But what did Adam &Eve do? They were deceived by the Serpent, 
drawn away by the great prostitute and they committed spiritual adultery with him rather than enjoying a 
perfect marriage with God. 
 
And so, throughout the Bible we see that the bridegroom continues to pursue his bride. Continues to love 
his bride. Even being willing to die for his bride. And that death allows the sins of the bride to be removed 
completely. And so here at the end of the Bible we see the bridegroom finally claims his bride. Hallelujah!  

Slide 9 
In the words of preacher Jim Hamilton “We can scarcely imagine the glory of that wedding day. Never has 
there been a more worthy bridegroom. Never has a man sacrificed more for his beloved. Never has a man 
gone to greater lengths, humbled himself more, endured more, or accomplished more in the great task of 
winning his bride. 

Slide 10 
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Never has a Father more wealthy planned a bigger feast… Never has a more glorious residence been 
prepared. Never has a bridegroom loved his bride more. Never has the bride waited as long for her 
bridegroom. Never has there been a more momentous occasion. Never has there been a marriage like this 
one.” 

Slide 11 
And friends not only do we get to participate in that wedding feast but today we have been given a sneak 
peak of what it is going to be like. Which means our response today should be the same as John’s response 
when he saw what is to come. 10 “At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I 
am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers and sisters who hold to the testimony of Jesus. 
Worship God! For it is the Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus.” 
 
Worship God. Don’t lament over the fall of Babylon sing your hallelujahs to God. Witness to Jesus. Testify 
to God’s good intentions for his people. Friends so often we are distracted by the food in our backpack and 
fail to see the glory of that stunning catch. We get hooked on Babylon’s wealth, power and status & forget 
that we will one day we will be given all of this. God’s people are engaged to Christ. One day he will return 
& take us to Himself. Actually, supper is served and you and I are invited. Hallelujah. Praise God. Let us 
worship Him. 

Slide 12 
2. God’s Reign and then God’s King. 

But if that is not glorious enough, the book of Revelations revs up the engine another gear. With the most 
amazing, stupendous, picture of the risen Christ. He is truly Christ our King. 11 “I saw heaven standing 
open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges 
and wages war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written 
on him that no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the 
Word of God.” 

Slide 13 
Friends, drink this in. We could spend the whole worship service today just contemplating this amazing 
picture. Of the purity of Jesus on this white horse. Of the fact that everything he does, every part of his 
being is faithful and true. That he is a king full of justice and power. That the beast might have ten heads 
and ten crowns but this Jesus has many crowns, for the whole world is rightfully his. And it is his because 
he purchased people by his blood. So, as he rides off toward the battle it is not the blood of his enemies, 
he has on his robe but his own blood. In fact, this Jesus is so amazing that there is always more to learn 
about him and that is why he has a name written on him that no one knows but himself.  

Slide 14 
But Jesus is not alone. 14 “The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in 
fine linen, white and clean.” Wait a second what army wears white to go into battle? Only an army that will 
not need to do any fighting. Because 15 “Coming out of (Jesus) mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike 
down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron sceptre.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath 
of God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh, he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” 
 
That is who Jesus is. The King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. He is our King. He is our Lord. And he 
demonstrates that once and for all by riding out against the beast and the kings of the earth and their 
armies gathered together to wage war against him. Oh, we are back to that great end time battle again. 
The battle of Armageddon. Two heavyweight fighters going toe to toe. With the victor being crowned the 
champion of the world, forever. 

Slide 15 
But in the words of preacher John Phillips “There will be just a word spoken from him who sets astride the 
great white horse. Once he spoke a word to a fig tree and it withered away. Once he spoke a word to 
howling winds and heaving waves and the storms clouds vanished and the waves fell still. Once he spoke to 
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a legion of demons bursting at the seams of a poor man’s soul and instantly, they fled. Now he speaks a 
word and the war is over.” 
 
Or in the words of Chuck Swindoll “Let’s cut to the chase: Before anybody on earth can even utter the word 
Armageddon, the battle will be over. When God determines the end has come, its curtains!” And so in a 
matter of moments the devil’s henchmen are dispatched to the lake of fire & the birds gorge themselves 
on the flesh of those who have perished. We see total, eternal, irreversible judgement on all evil. 
Hallelujah! Friends Jesus is God’s King.  
 
And so, we need to let him reign over us. Satan is summarily despatched, that is his future, so don’t fall for 
his deception or his seduction today. Jesus is the winner. Satan is the loser. Don’t take your eyes off that 
action. Don’t worry about the difficulties you are currently going through. Don’t let it move you, or rock 
your world. Jesus is king. And you are part of the Lords army. And if we stay close to Him, we will end up on 
the winning side. 

Slide 17 
3. God ‘s reign, God’s King and thirdly God’s Kingdom.  

20 “And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a 
great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from 
deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a 
short time.” 
 
And what’s more, we see that Satan is chained. For a thousand years. For a very long, long time. And 
during this time, he is kept from deceiving the nations. Yes, that whole time he is no longer King of the 
world. He is no longer the one that will deceive the people of the world. For up until the coming of Jesus, 
the people of the world were completely deceived. God chose the nation Israel and through them they 
were to be a light to the nations but the nations never really got to see that light. They remained in 
darkness, completely deceived. 

Slide 18 
But now the spell of this evil one is broken. 4 “I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been 
given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony 
about Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not 
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.)” 
 
Do you get it? Do you see how marvellous this really is. God’s Kingdom has come. God’s will, will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. And who are there, ruling with Christ? But those who have lived and died for 
him. Whose testimony has been about Jesus. Those who have believed and trusting in the word of God. 
They have come to life again. They have been resurrected from the dead. And they are reigning with 
Christ. Hallelujah! 

Slide 19 
Friends why join the kingdom of this world when we can be reigning with Jesus in this kingdom of God? 
Why get the mark of the beast when we can be sealed with the Holy Spirit? Why live for pleasure when we 
can live for Jesus? Our husband, our lord, our king? Because that is what the Bible is saying will happen. 
And that is the easiest way to understand this reading, isn’t it? That will happen sometime in the future. 
There will be a 1,000-year reign of God. Here on earth. Before Satan is let loose one last time 

Slide 20 
7 “When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the 
nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for battle. In number they 
are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp 
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of God’s people, the city he loves. Slide 21   But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the 
devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulphur, where the beast and the false 
prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” 
 
Here we are at it again. A mighty battle at the end of the world. Which again is all over before it begins. 
Because God sends fire from heaven. He defeats his enemies. And Satan himself gets thrown into the lake 
of fire for all eternity. Hallelujah. God reigns. God’s King sets up God’s Kingdom that will rule for evermore.  
 
Now that’s the simple reading of this passage and what I said could well happen sometime in the future. 
But we have had two Armageddon, haven’t we? And we have an Abyss with a key to it! And Satan bound 
with a long chain. And Jesus riding a white horse? A sword coming out of his mouth. And what about the 
1000 years is that an actual thousand years or just a long time. And those thrones are they in heaven or on 
the earth? And this millennium, this thousand-year reign of the saints why is this the only time in the Bible 
that it is talked about? And why doesn’t Jesus talk about it at all when he tells the disciples about the end 
of the word in Matthew 24 and why doesn’t Paul talk about it at all when he talks about the man of 
lawlessness and the end of the world in 2 Thessalonians 2? 

Slide 22 
So we have to ask ourselves a question, where does the symbolism stop? And what are all these signs 
actually pointing to? You see it might all be future but there are many who think (& I am one of them) that 
this is not just future focused but it is describing the time between the first & second comings of Jesus. 
They are actually happening right here, right now. 

Slide 23 
Because wasn’t Satan defeated at the cross?  Colossians 2:15 says, “Jesus disarmed the rulers and 
authorities,” a reference to Satanic power, “putting them to open shame, triumphing over them in the 
cross.” Satan fell from heaven like lightning during the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ, according to Luke 
10:18. Jesus came “to bind the strong man,” Mark 3:27. He could say of the work that He was doing, “Now 
is the judgment of this world. Now will the ruler of this world be cast out. And when I am lifted up from the 
earth, I will draw all people to myself,” John 12:31 and 32.  
 
And that’s the same message John is seeing here in his vision. Satan is bound and cast down. His power to 
deceive the nations is curtailed for 1,000 years. That is why for the last 2000 years millions if not billions of 
people from the nations have come into the kingdom. Every time someone becomes a Christian, we see 
afresh that Satan’s power to deceive has gone. 

Slide 24 
And doesn’t Paul say in Ephesians 2:6 that “God has raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.” And what is Jesus doing in heaven right now but ruling as King? And 
doesn’t the apostle Peter say in 1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
God’s special possession.” That is who we are right now. Priests. Kings. Rulers. With Christ.  
 
It might be the future but I think it is right now. But whenever it is to occur, God’s Kingdom will reign & 
that should give us encouragement even if we are being ostracised. Our God reigns. That should put steel 
in our spine when we think that the Christian life is all too hard because it will all turn around sometime 
soon. Hallelujah. So don’t take your eyes off the big picture. Don’t concentrate on the when and the how. 
Look at the who, Jesus reigns, Jesus is King of God’s Kingdom. And lastly Jesus is  

Slide 25 
4. God’s Judge (20:11-15) 

11 “Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his 
presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great & small standing before the throne, 
& books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judges according 
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to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and 
Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done.”  
 
There is a judge who will judge everyone who has ever been here on earth. And that judgement is based 
on our works. Based on everything we have done or not done. Every thought. Every emotion. It is like a 
video diary is played going through our whole life.  And that means every one of us is in trouble, real 
trouble. Because as the book of Romans says “there is no one who is righteous, no, not one!”  

Slide 26 
Theologian Karl Barth put it this way, “whether the achievements of a man’s life are great or small, 
significance or insignificant, he will one day stand before his eternal judge and everything that he has done 
and performed will be no more than a mole hill and then he will have nothing better to do than hope for 
something he has not earned; not a crown but quite simply for a gracious judgement which he has not 
deserved.”   
 
And fortunately for the believer that is what he or she gets because there is another book there that the 
judge has access to. The lamb’s book of life. And all those whose name is written in there get to live. Not 
because of their works but because of God’s grace. Not because of what they have done but because of 
what Jesus has done for them. Friends can you see that? Well don’t get distracted by other things. We 
deserve to go to hell but Jesus brings in the kingdom of God and purchases our lives for himself for all 
eternity.  

Slide 27 
So come to him. Trust in Him. Be thankful to him. Worship Him. Friends this passage is not really about the 
Millennium it is about Jesus. So worship Him. It is not about the future it is about how you live with him 
right now. Marvel at who he is. Be amazed at his wonderful grace. And follow him as your king. For we are 
to be part of the bride of Christ. We are to live in the light of what he has done, what he is doing and what 
he will do in the future.   
 
You know I have seen that cricket catch on highlight reels again and again ever since I first missed it. And it 
reminds me that I missed it because I was distracted by a can of coke. How silly. Friends don’t be distracted 
today. Not by the Millennium. Not by your phone. Not by your tiredness. Not by your family. Not by 
anything the world has to offer. For Jesus reigns. Jesus is King. Jesus’ kingdom has coming and one day 
Jesus will judge us for all that we have done. So don’t be deceived or distracted or seduced. Worship Him. 
Praise Him. Hallelujah! 
 

Song – See Him Coming See Him Coming (Acoustic Lyric Video) -- Emu Music.mp4 - Google Drive 
1. Glory and power to the One Who loves us  3. Glory and power to the One Who made us 

Honour and praise Him forever   Kingdom of priests for God's service 
Come Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus   Come Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus 
 

2. Glory and power to the One Who freed us  Chorus 
From all our sins by His blood    Bridge x2 
Come Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus   Jesus is the Living One Who died and came alive 

Jesus is the Mighty God Who was & is to come 
Chorus 
See Him coming on the clouds of heaven  Chorus 
Every eye behold Him now 
He's the Living One, the First and Last 
Who once was dead but now He lives forever 
And ever 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q-DLi8fsq4YHg6J1Iq1XjI7gDlCgX-4N/view
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Benediction. “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him 

glory!” (Revelation 19:6-7) 


