
      

Page | 1 

 

Sunday 10th July, 2022  
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church    

Welcome & Prayer 
Father God, we give you all the glory because you are the King of kings and the Lord of lords. You are 
worthy of all our praise and worship, and we are filled with awe when we think about the great things you 
have done upon the earth. You are holy and righteous and you rule your people with justice. We praise you 
because you are faithful and true, and we know that we can always trust in you. 
 
Lord, we lift up our hearts to you in love and adoration, and praise you for your greatness. You are the 
great and mighty King and all glory belongs to you. Words cannot describe how awesome you are. There is 
no other god that can be compared to you and there is none above you. You are the Creator of heaven and 
earth, and everything belongs to you. 
 
Heavenly Father, we praise and thank You for the glorious victory Christ gained through His death, burial 
and resurrection, breaking the power of Satan and sin in the lives of all who trust in Jesus’ name and 
banishing death and hell forever in the lives of all who believe in Him. Father, we acknowledge that the 
victory is Christ’s alone but thanks be to God, that by Your great grace You have given us that same 
wonderful victory, through our Saviour, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Father, although this glorious triumph was completed 2000 years ago, nonetheless it is as potent and 
powerful in the lives of believers today as it was when the angels declared, & “He is not here - He is risen. 
“Keep us ever looking to Jesus, knowing that this glorious victory has not lost any of its ancient power, but 
is the single means of overcoming the world, the flesh and the devil, for all believers who choose to abide 
in Him and He in them. 
 
We pray that we will run the race that is set before us looking only unto Jesus, and that we may finish the 
course that You have given to us, as we yield through word and deed to the working of the Holy Spirit 
within. We pray all these things in Jesus’ name, Amen 
 

Song – Ancient of Days Ancient Of Days - Lyric Video - YouTube 

Blessing and honour, glory and power 
Be unto the Ancient of Days 
From every nation, all of creation 
Bow before the Ancient of Days 
 
Every tongue in heaven and earth shall declare Your glory 
Every knee shall bow at Your throne in worship 
You will be exalted, oh God 
And Your kingdom shall not pass away 
Oh, Ancient of Days 
 
Your kingdom shall reign over all the earth 
Sing unto the Ancient of Days 
For none can compare to Your matchless worth 
Sing unto the Ancient of Days 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HlwpbnAGgQY
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Bible Reading – Nehemiah 12:27- 13:3 (NIV)  
At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, the Levites were sought out from where they lived and were 
brought to Jerusalem to celebrate joyfully the dedication with songs of thanks giving and with the music of 
cymbals, harps and lyres. 28 The musicians also were brought together from the region around Jerusalem 
from the villages of the Netophathites 29 from Beth Gilgal, and from the area of Geba and Azmaveth, for the 
musicians had built villages for themselves around Jerusalem. 30 When the priests and Levites had purified 
themselves ceremonially, they purified the people, the gates and the wall. 31 I had the leaders of Judah go 
up on top of the wall. I also assigned two large choirs to give thanks. One was to proceed on top of the wall 
to the right, toward the Dung Gate. 32 Hoshaiah and half the leaders of Judah followed them, 33 along with 
Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 34 Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jeremiah, 35 as well as some priests with 
trumpets, and also Zechariah son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of 
Micaiah, the son of Zakkur, the son of Asaph, 36 and his associates—Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, 
Maai, Nethanel, Judah & Hanani with musical instruments prescribed by David the man of God. Ezra the 
teacher of the Law led the procession. 37 At the Fountain Gate they continued directly up the steps of the 
City of David on the ascent to the wall and passed above the site of David’s palace to the Water Gate on the 
east. 38 The second choir proceeded in the opposite direction. I followed them on top of[g] the wall, together 
with half the people—past the Tower of the Ovens to the Broad Wall, 39 over the Gate of Ephraim, the 
Jeshanah[h] Gate, the Fish Gate, the Tower of Hananel and the Tower of the Hundred, as far as the Sheep 
Gate. At the Gate of the Guard they stopped. 40 The two choirs that gave thanks then took their places in 
the house of God; so did I, together with half the officials, 41 as well as the priests—Eliakim, Maaseiah, 
Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah and Hananiah with their trumpets— 42 and also Maaseiah, 
Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malkijah, Elam and Ezer. The choirs sang under the direction of 
Jezrahiah. 43 And on that day they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because God had given them great joy. 
The women and children also rejoiced. The sound of rejoicing in Jerusalem could be heard far away. 44 At 
that time men were appointed to be in charge of the storerooms for the contributions, firstfruits and 
tithes. From the fields around the towns they were to bring into the storerooms the portions required by the 
Law for the priests and the Levites, for Judah was pleased with the ministering priests & Levites. 45 They 
performed the service of their God and the service of purification, as did also the musicians and 
gatekeepers, according to the commands of David and his son Solomon. 46 For long ago, in the days of 
David and Asaph, there had been directors for the musicians and for the songs of praise and thanksgiving 
to God. 47 So in the days of Zerubbabel and of Nehemiah, all Israel contributed the daily portions for the 
musicians and the gatekeepers. They also set aside the portion for the other Levites & the Levites set aside 
the portion for the descendants of Aaron. 13 On that day the Book of Moses was read aloud in the hearing 
of the people and there it was found written that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever be admitted into 
the assembly of God, 2 because they had not met the Israelites with food & water but had hired Balaam to 
call a curse down on them. (Our God, however, turned the curse into a blessing.) 3 When the people heard 
this law, they excluded from Israel all who were of foreign descent. 
 

Announcements  
Focus for July – Hospitality. Is there someone at Church you haven’t seen for a while? Or someone you 
would normally speak to regularly that you haven’t had the chance recently to catch up? During this month 
focussing on hospitality, why not try and reconnect to them and encourage them in their faith? As the old 
Christian chorus goes “it only takes a spark to get a fire going” and maybe this sort of a spark might help 
them (and you) cope with these difficult times.  
School Holidays. The regular activities of the Church will all go into recess for the NSW government school 
holidays (Mon 4th – Sun 17th July). This will mean that IMPACT, Kids Church, SPARKLERS, Home Groups etc. 
will have a two-week break. We are extremely thankful to all those who serve us in this way and we hope 
they will be able to have a good break and come back in term 3 refreshed. 
Holiday Kids church: A holiday kids church program is running during the school holidays for our children. 
Children 0-2 years old are able to go to the crèche room. Children 3yo to those in year 2 are able to go to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah%2012-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-12663g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah%2012-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-12664h
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the hall. Children in years 3-4 have the option of staying in church or going to the hall. Children in years 5-6 
are asked to stay in church. There will be activity sheets available at the back of the church for kids staying 
in church. 
COVID. As Stephen contacts people who haven’t come along for a while he finds out that many have had 
COVID/Flu/Colds and are being affected by these conditions for weeks! This can be very discouraging! Part 
of being in a Christian family is we try and help people when they are need. What could you do to help 
those in need at the moment?  
Small Leaders Meeting. We will be having a small group leader’s meeting on Sunday 24th July from 11:30-
12:30am. 
Building Renovations at Charlestown. At present the Building Working Group is doing some hard thinking 
about what we can achieve for the money that we have. Please pray as we work through possible plans, 
and discuss thing s with the architects, quantity surveyors and those people who are costing our plans  
Rhema. Do you know that our church has a weekly spot on radio Rhema called God’s Word for God’s 
World? It goes for 20 minute each Sunday at 7:30am and involves Peter Small introducing the programme, 
Sally Wright or Jenny Martin reading the Scriptures and Stephen preaching a cut down version of his 
Sunday sermon. This is all produced by Peter Barlow. Please pray that as the word goes out this would 
draw people closer to the Lord. And if you would like to financially support this work (it costs us about 
$225 per month) then please mark your donation ‘Rhema’ and we will put it towards this ministry of the 
Church.  

Song – Come thou font of every blessing  
Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing - Chris Rice (worship song with lyrics) - YouTube  

1. Come Thou fount of every blessing   4. Jesus sought me when a stranger 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace   Wandering from the fold of God 
Streams of mercy never ceasing   He to rescue me from danger 
Call for songs of loudest praise   Interposed His precious blood 

 
2. Teach me some melodious sonnet   5. Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

Sung by flaming tongues above   Daily I'm constrained to be 
Praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it   Let Thy goodness like a fetter 
Mount of Thy redeeming love   Bind my wandering heart to Thee 

 
3. Here I raise my Ebenezer    Prone to wander, Lord I feel it 

Here by Thy great help I've come   Here's my heart, oh take and seal it 
And I hope by Thy good pleasure   Seal it for Thy courts above 
Safely to arrive at home    Seal it for Thy courts above 

 

Pastoral Prayer Points  
Psalm 21:13: “Be exalted Lord, in Your own strength: so we will sing and praise Your power.” 
Thank you for our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: give thanks for Him who is the only Mediator between 
God and man. We thank you for His perpetual cleansing blood, for constant forgiveness through him. We 
thank you for the gospel - the good news of salvation through Christ. And we thank you for the work of the 
Holy Spirit in our hearts and minds, and will so that we embrace the great message of salvation. 
Pray for government leaders: The Lord holds the hearts of kings in his hand. Pray the Lord would turn our 
leader's hearts to Himself. 
Pray for Belarus: Pray for a Biblical expression of Christianity authentic to their culture and context. Pray 
for reformation and revival within the Orthodox and Catholic Churches. Pray for salvation for those in 
government who harass and persecute God's Church. 
Pray that the church would have greater confidence in the power of the gospel:  We are “not ashamed of 
the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16). The gospel is 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_aACQ9LjoM
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God’s power. The Lord can save anyone, anywhere, at any time. Pray we wouldn’t be ashamed but filled 
with awe at God’s powerful gospel.  
Webbs with CMS at Broome. Praise God for the new Bible study that has started up in one of the men’s 
home. Please pray for Aboriginal people in Broome and the Kimberly region for their social needs and the 
need for Jesus. Especially pray for wisdom in how to help people without making them dependent upon 
the Webbs. Pray for the Webb’s will persevere to keep serving the Lord in this way.  
 

Bible Reading – Nehemiah 13:4-31 (NIV)   
4 Before this, Eliashib the priest had been put in charge of the storerooms of the house of our God. He was 
closely associated with Tobiah, 5 and he had provided him with a large room formerly used to store the 
grain offerings and incense and temple articles, and also the tithes of grain, new wine and olive oil 
prescribed for the Levites, musicians and gatekeepers, as well as the contributions for the priests. 6 But 
while all this was going on, I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes king of 
Babylon I had returned to the king. Some time later I asked his permission 7 and came back to Jerusalem. 
Here I learned about the evil thing Eliashib had done in providing Tobiah a room in the courts of the house 
of God. 8 I was greatly displeased and threw all Tobiah’s household goods out of the room. 9 I gave orders to 
purify the rooms, and then I put back into them the equipment of the house of God, with the grain offerings 
and the incense. 10 I also learned that the portions assigned to the Levites had not been given to them, and 
that all the Levites and musicians responsible for the service had gone back to their own fields. 11 So I 
rebuked the officials and asked them, “Why is the house of God neglected?” Then I called them together & 
stationed them at their posts. 12 All Judah brought the tithes of grain, new wine and olive oil into the 
storerooms. 13 I put Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and a Levite named Pedaiah in charge of the 
storerooms and made Hanan son of Zakkur, the son of Mattaniah, their assistant, because they were 
considered trustworthy. They were made responsible for distributing the supplies to their fellow Levites. 
14 Remember me for this, my God, and do not blot out what I have so faithfully done for the house of my 
God and its services. 15 In those days I saw people in Judah treading winepresses on the Sabbath and 
bringing in grain and loading it on donkeys, together with wine, grapes, figs and all other kinds of loads. 
And they were bringing all this into Jerusalem on the Sabbath. Therefore I warned them against selling food 
on that day. 16 People from Tyre who lived in Jerusalem were bringing in fish and all kinds of merchandise 
and selling them in Jerusalem on the Sabbath to the people of Judah, 17 I rebuked the nobles of Judah and 
said to them, “What is this wicked thing you are doing—desecrating the Sabbath day? 18 Didn’t your 
ancestors do the same things, so that our God brought all this calamity on us and on this city? Now you are 
stirring up more wrath against Israel by desecrating the Sabbath.” 19 When evening shadows fell on the 
gates of Jerusalem before the Sabbath, I ordered the doors to be shut and not opened until the Sabbath 
was over. I stationed some of my own men at the gates so that no load could be brought in on the Sabbath 
day. 20 Once or twice the merchants and sellers of all kinds of goods spent the night outside 
Jerusalem. 21 But I warned them and said, “Why do you spend the night by the wall? If you do this again, I 
will arrest you.” From that time on they no longer came on the Sabbath. 22 Then I commanded the Levites to 
purify themselves and go and guard the gates in order to keep the Sabbath day holy. Remember me for this 
also, my God, and show mercy to me according to your great love. 23 Moreover, in those days I saw men of 
Judah who had married women from Ashdod, Ammon and Moab. 24 Half of their children spoke the 
language of Ashdod or the language of one of the other peoples, and did not know how to speak the 
language of Judah. 25 I rebuked them and called curses down on them. I beat some of the men and pulled 
out their hair. I made them take an oath in God’s name and said: “You are not to give your daughters in 
marriage to their sons, nor are you to take their daughters in marriage for your sons or for 
yourselves. 26 Was it not because of marriages like these that Solomon king of Israel sinned? Among the 
many nations there was no king like him. He was loved by his God, and God made him king over all Israel, 
but even he was led into sin by foreign women. 27 Must we hear now that you too are doing all this terrible 
wickedness and are being unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign women?” 28 One of the sons of Joiada 
son of Eliashib the high priest was son-in-law to Sanballat the Horonite. And I drove him away from me. 
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29 Remember them, my God, because they defiled the priestly office and the covenant of the priesthood and 
of the Levites. 30 So I purified the priests and the Levites of everything foreign, and assigned them duties, 
each to his own task. 31 I also made provision for contributions of wood at designated times, and for the 
firstfruits. Remember me with favour, my God. 
 

Sermon – Backsliding  
There are times in my life when I have been truly on fire for the Lord.  Where God has used me in amazing 
ways. Where people have become Christians, where others have been challenged & comforted by my 
words. When I have been in a team of people who really click and great things have been done for the 
Lord. But those times don’t last. And so as well as knowing times of being on fire for God, there have also 
been seasons when the fire has almost been extinguished. Where my Christian walk has become hard and 
painful. And nothing I did seemed to make any difference. 

Slide 2 
There are times in a Churches’ life when you can look around and see the church growing. In numbers and 
in faith. In enthusiasm and in works of service. Worship is a joy. Serving others is easy. New ideas are 
constantly being implemented. And the people in the community begin to take notice. But those times 
don’t always last either. For there are other times when people are leaving the Church in droves. Where 
there is division and harsh words. And you look around and ask yourselves how could we have come to 
this? 

 
Friends, compromises of one generation can undo the good ministry of many years. Godliness slowly 
gained in your life can be quickly lost. Reformation and renewal and revival is painstaking work but 
rebellion can reverse it all in a moment. You see anyone can destroy a Church that has taken godly people 
many years to build. And any one action can decimate a life that has slowly been built on the solid rock of 
Jesus Christ and his godliness. 

Slide 3 
William Booth, the founder of the Salvos once told a group of new leaders, “I want you young men always 
to bear in mind that it is the nature of a fire to go out; you must keep it stirred and fed and the ashes 
removed.”  
 
And that’s what Nehemiah 13 is all about. For throughout the book we have seen the people of God have 
come so far. The walls have been rebuilt; and their faith has been reinstructed. And the things of God have 
become the most important things of all. But the fire is about to be extinguished. And the reformation is 
about to be reversed. And both Nehemiah and his readers will need to come to grips with the fact that 
backsliding is a problem for both the individual and the Church. But our Lord still has a plan! 

Slide 4 
1. On Fire (11:1-13:3) 

We pick up the story of Nehemiah in chapter 11. Last week we saw in chapter 10 that the people had 
repented and pledged to serve the Lord. And there were three big ticket items that they were determined 
to do. Firstly, they would put God first in their home life. They would marry only believers & they would 
raise their children in the faith. Then they would put God first in their religious life. They would keep the 
Lords Day for the Lord. They would not neglect the house of the Lord but be actively involved in its upkeep. 
And lastly, they would put God first in their work life. By not working on the Sabbath and looking after the 
land they were given and the poor that were around them by cancelling debts and leaving the land fallow 
every seven years so the wild animals could be provided for as well. 
 
The people of God were on fire! And it continues on in Nehemiah 11, they agree to a tenth of the people to 
move into Jerusalem, to help protect it. They were willing to give up their land and crops in order to 
repopulate the holy city. Imagine that happening today? A tenth of our people will relocate to Wee Waa 
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and support the Presbyterian Church there to get it back on its feet. Would you agree to a forced move? 
The people in Nehemiah’s time did! 
 
And so we see in chapter 11, a long list of people who moved house because of the call of God. And then in 
chapter 12 we see the whole population get together to praise and worship God as they dedicate the walls 
around Jerusalem. And the people are filled with great joy. Look at what God has done through us. 
Remember that God has given us a second chance. And so we see they march and sing and worship and 
laugh their way around the walls and they end up in the Temple where they continue to worship God. 
 
Have you ever arrived late to a big sporting game and heard the roar of the crowd as the excitement builds 
and the game begins? That was what was happening here. There was a real buzz going around the people 
of God. And that led them to meeting together and hearing God’s word speak to them. Again, God’s word 
is central to them being on fire.  

Slide 5 
“And there it was found written that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever be admitted into the assembly 
of God, 2 because they had not met the Israelites with food & water but had hired Balaam to call a curse 
down on them. (Our God, however, turned the curse into a blessing.) 3 When the people heard this law, they 
excluded from Israel all who were of foreign descent.” 
 
Wow. They are even willing to make the hard decisions, to keep their worship pure. They stoke the fires 
with the wood of obedience. They get rid of the ashes that might over time clog their faithfulness. And all 
these things bring them great joy. And that joy spreads like a bushfire so that “the sound of rejoicing in 
Jerusalem could be heard far away.”  

Slide 6 
I am sure you have been there, for I certainly have. Your wedding day you are so filled with joy you say I 
will commit myself to my wife, “for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health. So, 
help me God.” Or at your conversion or baptism you say, “I confess my faith in God as my Heavenly Father, 
in Jesus Christ as my Saviour and Lord, and in the Holy Spirit as my Sanctifier. I promise to make diligent use 
of the Means of Grace, to share dutifully in the Worship and Service of the Church and to give of my 
substance, as the Lord may prosper me, for the advancement of His Kingdom throughout the World.” 
 
And then if we are fortunate enough to have kids we stand before our Church and promise “to teach the 
word of God, the Bible to our child. To pray for them and set them a godly example in all of our life. As part 
of our godly example, we promise to be faithful in our attendance at Church. And we promise that we will 
do all these things so that by God’s help, they may grow up to be a faithful follower of Jesus all her life?”
  
 
That’s what we promise to do, what we want to do. But that is not what we actually do! I love the story 
about the Negro Church where they had an open prayer time and there was one guy who every week 
would pray in a loud voice, “Lord, fill me with your Spirit. Lord, I need your Spirit. Father, I desire a fresh 
touch of your Spirit.” He did this every week until one old lady had had enough, and so in a loud voice 
prayed. “Lord don’t do it. He leaks!” 

Slide 7 
But the truth is we all leak! And the people in Nehemiah’s time also leaked. But if the book of Nehemiah 
was to end at chapter 13:3 we might be given a different impression. Here are a people on fire. There once 
were a people who made it in the end. Who finally got it right. But then Nehemiah goes back to the palace 
in Susa and when he arrives back in Jerusalem, some time later, probably at least a couple of years later, 
we hear 

Slide 8 
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“Sometime later I asked his permission 7 and came back to Jerusalem. Here I learned about the evil thing 
Eliashib had done in providing Tobiah a room in the courts of the house of God. 8 I was greatly displeased 
and threw all Tobiah’s household goods out of the room. 9 I gave orders to purify the rooms, and then I put 
back into them the equipment of the house of God, with the grain offerings and the incense.”  
 

2. On Fire leads secondly to Failure 
And that’s one of the things I love about the Bible, there is a realism about it. Just like in my life, good 
beginnings don’t always lead to happy endings. People with great talents don’t always achieve their 
potential. Life for God’s people is far from easy. The fire in the hearts and minds of the people of God often 
gets slowly extinguished.  
 
Now it probably didn’t happen suddenly or dramatically. But somewhere the enthusiasm for God’s word 
began to wear off. The joy of worship lost some of its shine. The cost of obedience bit by bit became more 
expensive. And if everyone around me is doing it, then why should I miss out on all the good stuff? 
 
The praise led to problems. The being on fire bit by bit led to failure. But what were the causes of this 
failure? How did the backsliding take hold amongst the people of God? Well it entered into their worship, 
their work, their money and their homes. The same temptations that seek to destroy our joy were at work 
with their walk. 
 
And it started with their relationship with God’s house, with their worship. While the cat was away, the 
mouse did play. And while Nehemiah was away, Eliashib the high priest let Tobiah into the temple grounds. 
In fact he gave him a spacious room where the tithes and offerings would normally be housed so that this 
enemy of God might set up an office in the heart of their place of worship. What an appalling use of sacred 
space. Strike 1. 

Slide 9 
But the reason the high priest could give Tobiah such a large space is because the people were no longer 
providing for God’s servants to do their job. 10 “I also learned that the portions assigned to the Levites had 
not been given to them, and that all the Levites and musicians responsible for the service had gone back to 
their own fields. 11 So I rebuked the officials and asked them, “Why is the house of God neglected?” 
 
Just a couple of chapters ago the people had promised, pledged under oath that they would not neglect 
the house of God. They would bring their tithes, wood, first fruits and offerings in so that the Levites didn’t 
have to work a second job. But now the teachers of God’s people had to become reapers of their own 
crops. And that would have meant that there was now no time to teach or they had less preparation time 
to teach and so the spiritual food they were handing out to the people of God was only half cooked. The 
word of God that should be stoking the fire was being left on the shelf. That’s strike 2. 

Slide 10 
That meant that God’s house was being compromised, God’s servants were being neglected and that 
meant the vitality was oozing out of God’s Day. 15 “In those days I saw people in Judah treading winepresses 
on the Sabbath and bringing in grain and loading it on donkeys, together with wine, grapes, figs and all 
other kinds of loads. And they were bringing all this into Jerusalem on the Sabbath. Therefore, I warned 
them against selling food on that day.”  
 
That meant the pagan traders were a more exciting prospect than the Levitical teachers. Cash became king 
rather than worshipping the God who was king. Greed replaced godliness. And if you neglect the worship 
of God and fail to support the servants of God, why spend time resting and reflecting on the character of 
God? Strike 3. And that all meant that God’s word was no longer informing and transforming the people’s 
home life.  

Slide 11 
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23 Moreover, in those days I saw men of Judah who had married women from Ashdod, Moab & Ammon. 
24 Half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod or the language of one of the other peoples, and did 
not know how to speak the language of Judah. 25 I rebuked them and called curses down on them…“You are 
not to give your daughters in marriage to their sons, nor are you to take their daughters in marriage for 
your sons or for yourselves.” 
 
This is the problem of marrying outside of your faith. You let other gods into your home. Your kids may not 
be trained in the language of heaven. And then you have every chance of losing the next generation for the 
Lord. One single generation’s compromise can undo the work of centuries. If you don’t prioritize worship 
then it will go on to affect your home life, your work life and your whole life. 

Slide 12 
Your probably have all heard the fable of the Arab and the Camel. One cold night, a camel asks his master 
if he can put his head in the tent for warmth. “By all means and welcome,” said the man; and the camel 
stretches his head into the tent. Soon after, the camel inquires if he may also bring his neck and front legs 
inside. Again, the master agrees. Finally, the camel asks, “Let me come completely in. The master feels 
sorry, but when the camel comes forward it becomes clear that the tent is too small for them both. “I 
think”; the camel said, “that there is not room for both of us here. It will be best for you to stand outside, 
as you are the smaller.” And with that, the man is forced outside of his tent. 
 
That’s what happens when we allow sin into the tent. When we allow compromise into the Church. When 
we allow one backslider to influence our family or our church family. We can end up on the outside. Our 
fire can lose its flames. Failure can take over. And for us today the challenges are the same - God’s house, 
God’s servants, God’s day and God’s word. 

Slide 13 
Are we going to neglect the house of God? Are we going to allow the COVID pandemic to stop us from 
worshipping him? Do you know some churches are down 50% from pre- pandemic levels? The giving of 
many Churches is drying up. Within our church I hear people say I am going on holidays so I am not going 
to Church in case I catch something before I go. My work is at a critical stage, I will not go to worship 
because it might affect my business. My health is important to me so I don’t want to do anything that will 
help me catch COVID.   
 
And I reckon that makes sense, if you still have the same desire to worship and encourage and support the 
work of the Lord from afar as you do when you come. Or when you say coming back from holidays, I will be 
careful with what I do on holidays because I want to come back to Church next Sunday.  Or when you say I 
can’t serve as well at the moment so I will give more. Or I will serve in other ways.  
 
And the challenge today is to keep a regular time to worship and rest every week. To find deep times of 
prayer, pockets of time to read good Christian books, long periods of time to study in depth the Bible and 
its teaching. And we need also to develop godly relationships with members of the opposite sex. Where 
Church and service and worship is an integral part of the glue that sticks a relationship together.  
 
And that’s a problem, because what researchers are finding is that sex before marriage is stopping that. It 
is creating an emotion, a bind, a fire in the belly that pushes God out of the centre of one’s life. So many of 
our young people do not lose their faith but premarital sex waters down the fire inside of them. Those 
strong emotions it unleashes competes with our love of God. And tells us something has to give. And often 
it is the person’s Christian faith.  
 
We don’t want to be people who are open to the possibility of backsliding. We want our kids and our 
grandkids seeing us complete the race of faith not stop for a break here & there. We want to stay on fire & 
yes failure is a part of all of our lives. And that is why Nehemiah 
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Slide 14 
3. Fixes things up (13:4-31) 

He deals with sin seriously & decisively. He calls Eliashib’s allowing of Tobiah into the Temple “an evil 
thing”. And he throws Tobiah’s household goods out onto the street. A bit like Jesus does when he 
overturns the money changers tables in the Temple. He purifies the Temple. Then he locks the gates of 
Jerusalem on the eve of the Sabbath. And tells them if you keep waiting at the door, I will take hold of you 
and frog march you away. 
 
And horror of horror did you see what he did to the people who had allowed their family members to 
marry outside of the faith? He rebukes them to the face. He calls curses down on them. “I beat some of the 
men and pulled out their hair.” That’s how angry Nehemiah is here. That is how zealous he is for the ways 
of God. That’s how determined he is to purify his people. To jump start their faith. To get their fire going 
again. 
 
Now I wonder, what are we more shocked by? The sin or Nehemiah’s response to the sin? 
Personally I am more shocked with how he dealt with these failures. I can’t imagine ripping Chris’ beard off 
or calling down curses on those who have backslidden. That would be culturally inappropriate today but 
remember these actions are descriptive not prescriptive.  

Slide 15 
But they do show that sin needs to be purified. That wrongdoing needs to be gotten rid of. That wrong 
ways need to be repented of. Even if it involves extreme measures. Didn’t Jesus say if your eye causes you 
to sin pluck it out and if your hand causes you sin to sin, chop it off. That’s how serious sin is. That we, we 
should be doing something, anything to get rid of it out of our lives. And that’s what Nehemiah was doing 
for the people under his care. 

Slide 16 
Now of course that is my problem and yours. You know every so often I clean my car, or at least Kaylene 
cleans it for me. Then it is polished. And it looks great. But do you know what, I then drive on a dirt road or 
it rains or the smog from the other traffic means that I have to clean it all over again. Wouldn’t it be good if 
stayed clean? And wouldn’t it be even better if someone could purify us and keep us completely pure? 

Slide 17 
I can’t do that! No matter how many church services I go to or how much money I give away. Nehemiah 
couldn’t do that either. But Jesus can. Listen to how the apostle puts it 6” If we claim to have fellowship 
with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from 
all sin.” 
 
You get that? Our walk will never be enough. But if we come into the light of Jesus, then his blood purifies 
us from all sin. Past sin, present sin and future sin. And he continues   8 “If we claim to be without sin, we 
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful & just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” What I can’t do. What Nehemiah couldn’t do, Jesus did! 
Which leads us lastly to 

Slide 18 
4.  On Fire, Failure, Fixed up and favour, God’s favour. 

Look how the book of Nehemiah ends up. “Remember me with favour, my God.” Four times in this last 
chapter we hear Nehemiah ask God to remember him. And that is exactly what God does. So, when we 
come to the NT and Mary sings the Magnificat can you recall what she sings? She praises God who, 
“remembered His mercy promised to Abraham.” And then at the end of Jesus’ life, as He’s hanging on the 
cross, the penitent thief next to Him, what does he say to Jesus? “Remember me, Lord, when You come 
into Your kingdom.”  
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God remembers his people. God doesn’t forget their frailties and their failures. And God does something 
decisive about it. He sends his son Jesus. That’s God solution, Jesus. Not building a wall. Not raising up a 
leader like Nehemiah. Not leaving us on our own to lose all our spiritual vitality. Jesus fans the flames. 
Jesus gets rid of the ashes. Jesus is the one, the only one who can make you on fire again. So, look to him. 

Slide 19 
For in this passage is a warning against spiritual carelessness. It reminds us how easily our faith can slip. 
Just because we are going well now doesn’t mean that the fire might soon go out. Remember Demas, he 
was once a colleague of Paul and Luke on their missionary journeys. But in the book of 1 Timothy, Paul says 
“Demas, because he loved the world, has deserted me.” And churches can fall to. Think of the Church of 
Ephesus, they had Paul and Peter as their ministers but in the book of Revelations we hear these horrible 
words “You have forsaken your first love… Repent and do the things you did at first.  

Slide 20 
Are you on fire? Keeping going to Jesus to stoke the flames. Are you growing cold, come to  
Jesus and ask him to purify you from every sin. And are you backsliding? Wake up. Repent.  
And come back to Jesus while you still have the chance. 
 

Request:  I am now going to ask you to do something for me that is really for you. I am going to ask 

everyone here in Church and I am going to ask everyone on our mailing list at home to ask themselves two 
questions and to text me or email me their answers 
 
1. How is your spiritual health at the moment? 

Hot   Warm   Cool   Cold        Dead 
 

2. What are you going to do today to ensure that your faith gets hotter not colder? 
 
I sense more many of us these last few years has cooled in our faith. And so let’s do something about it 
now. I will commit myself to chasing you all up once or twice because I care about your spiritual health. I 
expect you to care about your spiritual health even more. 
 

Song – Cling to Christ Cling to Christ - Official Lyric Video on Vimeo 

1. Father, I can come to You    Chorus 
And boast of deeds I've done    It's more than I can do 
In my pride I strive to earn    It's more than I can do 
The favour Christ has won    To keep my hold on You 
He alone pleads my acceptance   But all my hope and peace 
All my works aside     Is that You cling to me 
So I come with empty hands 
And I cling to Christ 

 
2. Father, I can go astray     3. Father, all my earthly aims 

And battle needless fears    In time will turn to dust 
Voices tell me I'm condemned   Let me learn that loss is gain 
And that I can't draw near    For those who know Your love 
But Your Spirit calls me homeward   All the treasures of this world 
With Your words of life    Will never satisfy 
Jesus bore my every sin    You alone are endless joy 
So, I cling to Christ     So, I cling to Christ 
 

  

https://vimeo.com/248230178
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Closing.  
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” 
 


