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Sunday 19th June, 2022  
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church    

Welcome & Prayer 
“Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples. 2 For great is his love toward us, and the 
faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD.” (Psalm 117) Let’s pray.  
 
Lord, we come to you this morning this morning to praise your name. We join with Christians throughout 
the world to praise your name. We sing songs in order to praise your name. We will listen to your word so 
that we might even more praise your name. With heart, soul, mind and voice we come this morning to 
praise your name. Please take away all distractions so that we can praise your name. Please blow away all 
our doubts so that we can praise your name. Please cleanse us from all our sins so that we can praise your 
name. Please join us together more & more so that together we can praise your name Amen.  
 

Song – All Creatures of Our God and King      
(1) All Creatures of Our God and King [Official Lyric Video] - YouTube 

1. All creatures of our God and King,   2. And all ye men of tender heart, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing,   Forgiving others, take your part, 
Alleluia! Alleluia!     O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam,   Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam!   Praise God and on Him cast your care! 

Refrain:   O praise Him! O praise Him! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

3. Let all things their Creator bless, 
And worship Him in humbleness, 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 

 

Bible Reading – Nehemiah 5:1-19 (NIV)  
Now the men and their wives raised a great outcry against their fellow Jews. 2 Some were saying, “We and 
our sons and daughters are numerous; in order for us to eat and stay alive, we must get grain.” 3 Others 
were saying, “We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards and our homes to get grain during the famine.” 
4 Still others were saying, “We have had to borrow money to pay the king’s tax on our fields and 
vineyards. 5 Although we are of the same flesh and blood as our fellow Jews and though our children are as 
good as theirs, yet we have to subject our sons and daughters to slavery. Some of our daughters have 
already been enslaved, but we are powerless, because our fields and our vineyards belong to others.” 
6 When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry. 7 I pondered them in my mind and then 
accused the nobles and officials. I told them, “You are charging your own people interest!” So I called 
together a large meeting to deal with them 8 and said: “As far as possible, we have bought back our fellow 
Jews who were sold to the Gentiles. Now you are selling your own people, only for them to be sold back to 
us!” They kept quiet, because they could find nothing to say. 9 So I continued, “What you are doing is not 
right. Shouldn’t you walk in the fear of our God to avoid the reproach of our Gentile enemies? 10 I and my 
brothers and my men are also lending the people money and grain. But let us stop charging interest! 11 Give 
back to them immediately their fields, vineyards, olive groves and houses, and also the interest you are 
charging them—one percent of the money, grain, new wine and olive oil.” 12 “We will give it back,” they 
said. “And we will not demand anything more from them. We will do as you say.” Then I summoned the 
priests and made the nobles and officials take an oath to do what they had promised. 13 I also shook out the 
folds of my robe and said, “In this way may God shake out of their house and possessions anyone who does 
not keep this promise. So may such a person be shaken out and emptied!” At this the whole assembly said, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhycL4h64_s
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“Amen,” and praised the LORD. And the people did as they had promised. 14 Moreover, from the twentieth 
year of King Artaxerxes, when I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, until his thirty-
second year—twelve years—neither I nor my brothers ate the food allotted to the governor. 15 But the 
earlier governors—those preceding me—placed a heavy burden on the people and took forty shekels of 
silver from them in addition to food and wine. Their assistants also lorded it over the people. But out of 
reverence for God I did not act like that. 16 Instead, I devoted myself to the work on this wall. All my men 
were assembled there for the work; we did not acquire any land. 17 Furthermore,  a hundred and fifty Jews 
and officials ate at my table, as well as those who came to us from the surrounding nations. 18 Each day one 
ox, six choice sheep and some poultry were prepared for me, and every ten days an abundant supply of 
wine of all kinds. In spite of all this, I never demanded the food allotted to the governor, because the 
demands were heavy on these people. 19 Remember me with favour, my God, for all I have done for these 
people.  

 
Announcements  
Compassion: As part of our monthly focus on mission for June we have invited Daniel Pennington from 
Compassion to address us during our Family matters section of the service. Daniel will share what God is 
doing through the Church with the help of Compassion throughout the world. There will be a Compassion 
table where anyone interested can talk or even sign up for Child Sponsorship. Please prayerful consider 
this great opportunity to care for some of the world’s poorest communities.  
Focus for June – Mission. Has this month made you think any more about mission? Do you want to know 
more about our missionaries, our link churches, our partnership with TEAR, Compassion, A Roche or the 
persecuted Church? If so please see one of the ministers or elders.  
For your diary: Pastoral Care & Dementia. What is dementia? How do you care for a loved one with 
dementia? What role do we play as a Church for those who are helping loved ones with dementia? Are 
there any good resources out there that can help me? The do and don’t about visiting people with 
dementia. On Sunday June 26 from 3-5pm we are running a time to think about the Christian and 
Dementia at the Charlestown Church. All welcome. .  
COVID. Many of our people and their families continue to contract COVID. As a Church we want to support 
and help you through this time by providing physical support, meals and our prayers. So if you get COVID 
please either let your home group leader or Stephen or Jon know so that we can organise such help and 
support.  
Building Renovations at Charlestown.  
Pastoral Care. Are you interested in the pastoral care of members of our Church? If so, we have a regular 
ZOOM meeting to discuss and pray how we can better care for our people. The next meeting will be on 
Sunday 19th June @ 3:30pm. The zoom details will be available next week.  
Men’s Ministry. On Saturday 25th June from 6:30pm we will be having a BBQ at Rob Hearn’s place (39 
Carnley Ave, New Lambton. BYO Meat and Bread for yourself plus a salad or dessert to share. Also a 
folding chair. If you hope to come, please text Colin on 0414 841 740 by Thursday 23rd June. 
Kids Cooking Classes: Wednesday 6th July 10:00am - 12:00pm 
Our next cooking class is on soon for kids in years 3-7. On the menu is wonton soup. $5 per child, and an 
adult is needed to participate in the class. Childminding is available for kids under 8. Please invite your 
family and friends to join us. RSVP to Suzie by Monday 4th July. Frying pans are needed for the class, 
please let Alissa or Suzie know if you have one to lend. 
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Song – Undivided Undivided (Acoustic Song Leading Video) // Emu Music - YouTube 
1. Give me an undivided heart   Chorus  

That I might fear Your name   Undivided, I want to live for You  
Teach me to walk in righteous paths  Single minded, All that I say, all that I do 
And follow in Your ways   Sanctify me 
For You are gracious and forgiving  Take me and make me new 
Hear, O Lord, and answer me   That I might live for Christ, my Lord 

 
2. Give me an undivided mind   3. Give me an undivided love 

That I might love Your word   For all that You desire 
Help me to hunger for Your voice  Make me a living sacrifice 
And know Your spirits sword   Ignite in me your fire 
For You are good, Your truth unchanging For you O Lord are God eternal 
Life is found in serving You   All my ways are known to You 

 
Pastoral Prayer Points  
Psalm 18:1-2: “I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my 
God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.”  
Pray for strength, truth, and courage in the newly elected government leaders. Pray that they will avoid 
foolish controversies, strife, and disputes – and will show proper respect to everyone. 
Pray for Ecuador: Pray for wise government leaders who are committed to justice and willing to address 
difficult social issues. Pray for spiritual maturity in the church that roots out false teaching and embraces a 
heart for the less evangelised. Pray for effectively trained workers equipped for addressing both physical 
and spiritual poverty. 
Impact Youth: Pray for strength and encouragement for the leaders in their work of discipling our youth. 
Pray for spiritual and numerical growth in our youth group. Pray youth would give their lives to Jesus Christ 
and grow up in Him. 
Compassion: Pray that the more children throughout the world might be cared for physically and loved 
spiritually by the work of Child Sponsorship.  
 

Bible Reading – Nehemiah 6:1-7:3 (NIV)   
6 When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that I had rebuilt 
the wall and not a gap was left in it—though up to that time I had not set the doors in the 
gates— 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come, let us meet together in one of the villages on 
the plain of Ono.” But they were scheming to harm me; 3 so I sent messengers to them with this reply: “I am 
carrying on a great project and cannot go down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down to 
you?” 4 Four times they sent me the same message, and each time I gave them the same answer. 5 Then, 
the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to me with the same message, and in his hand was an unsealed 
letter 6 in which was written: “It is reported among the nations—and Geshem says it is true—that you and 
the Jews are plotting to revolt, and therefore you are building the wall. Moreover, according to these 
reports you are about to become their king 7 and have even appointed prophets to make this proclamation 
about you in Jerusalem: ‘There is a king in Judah!’ Now this report will get back to the king; so come, let us 
meet together.” 8 I sent him this reply: “Nothing like what you are saying is happening; you are just making 
it up out of your head.” 9 They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will get too weak for the 
work, and it will not be completed.” But I prayed, “Now strengthen my hands.” 10 One day I went to the 
house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was shut in at his home. He said, “Let us 
meet in the house of God, inside the temple, and let us close the temple doors, because men are coming to 
kill you—by night they are coming to kill you.” 11 But I said, “Should a man like me run away? Or should 
someone like me go into the temple to save his life? I will not go!” 12 I realized that God had not sent him, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9S7ptp9cM5w


      

Page | 4 

 

but that he had prophesied against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 13 He had been hired 
to intimidate me so that I would commit a sin by doing this, and then they would give me a bad name to 
discredit me. 14 Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, my God, because of what they have done; remember also 
the prophet Noadiah & how she & the rest of the prophets have been trying to intimidate me. 15 So the wall 
was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. 16 When all our enemies heard about this, all 
the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their self-confidence, because they realized that this work had 
been done with the help of our God. 17 Also, in those days the nobles of Judah were sending many letters to 
Tobiah, and replies from Tobiah kept coming to them. 18 For many in Judah were under oath to him, since 
he was son-in-law to Shekaniah son of Arah, and his son Jehohanan had married the daughter of 
Meshullam son of Berekiah. 19 Moreover, they kept reporting to me his good deeds and then telling him 
what I said. And Tobiah sent letters to intimidate me. 
 
7 After the wall had been rebuilt and I had set the doors in place, the gatekeepers, the musicians and the 
Levites were appointed. 2 I put in charge of Jerusalem my brother Hanani, along with Hananiah the 
commander of the citadel, because he was a man of integrity and feared God more than most people do. 3 I 
said to them, “The gates of Jerusalem are not to be opened until the sun is hot. While the gatekeepers are 
still on duty, have them shut the doors and bar them. Also appoint residents of Jerusalem as guards, some 
at their posts and some near their own houses.” 
 

Sermon – Leadership  
As a minister I get invitations to lots of Christian conferences. And one of the current trends at those 
conferences is to talk about leadership. In recent years we have seen a failure of leadership among some 
high-profile pastors. And when leaders fail it can have devastating effects on the Churches they lead and 
the people they influence. So, we need more than just business leadership we want to find men and 
women who will lead in a Christian way. 
 
Which means someone like Nehemiah is often held up as a great example of effective leadership. And 
there is a good reason for this. We have seen in chapter 1 & 2 he had a heart for the people of God and 
was willing to leave a cushy job in the service of the king to come and do something about it. Last week we 
saw that despite facing huge opposition he built a team of willing workers who began to build a wall 
around Jerusalem. And in chapters 5-7 we see Nehemiah’s leadership qualities again come to the fore. You 
see Nehemiah is 

Slide 2 
1. A real leader  

For in chapter 5, we see he is someone who firstly listens. For in the middle of building his wall, a famine 
has gripped the residents of Jerusalem. And it was so severe that some workers could not afford to buy 
food. And others had to mortgage their land and home just to make ends meet and some of them were 
losing these assets because they couldn’t make their repayments. Some were even selling their sons and 
daughters into slavery to help pay the king’s tax. As you can imagine this was causing an awful lot of 
distress. And the main protagonists were the rich Jews who were profiting from their poor brother’s plight. 
 
Nehemiah writes down in verse 6 “When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry.” He 
thinks, why should the rich get richer and the poor get poorer? Why are the rich charging interest to the 
poor when the OT says that should never happen among the family of God? This is an outrage. This is 
unjust! It makes Nehemiah’s blood boil. As it should. 
 
But notice how Nehemiah reacts. 7” I pondered them in my mind.” Nehemiah doesn’t go off half cocked, he 
finds a way to cool down and then he does something decisive to solve the problem. ”I pondered them in 
my mind and then accused the nobles and officials. I told them, “You are charging your own people 
interest!” Sometimes good people fail to see the injustice in front of them. And sometimes if they do see 
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that injustice, they still do nothing about it. But Nehemiah, sees, hears, understands and acts. Then he gets 
everyone together to solve the problem. 

Slide 3 
And then he points others to the example that he is setting. Verse 10,” I and my brothers & my men are 
also lending the people money & grain. But let us stop charging interest! 11 Give back to them immediately 
their fields, vineyards, olive groves and houses, and also the interest you are charging them—one percent 
of the money, grain, new wine and olive oil.” 
 
But there is more. Nehemiah is not just charging interest on his loans to others but he is not taking all the 
privileges that is owed him. 14 “Moreover, from the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when I was 
appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, until his thirty-second year—twelve years—neither I 
nor my brothers ate the food allotted to the governor. 15 But the earlier governors—those preceding me—
placed a heavy burden on the people and took forty shekels of silver from them in addition to food and 
wine. Their assistants also lorded it over the people. But out of reverence for God I did not act like that.”  
 
Someone once said there are two types of people the grabbers and the givers. Well Nehemiah is not a 
grabber. He is doesn’t take all the perks of his office. He doesn’t demand all the rights that are owed to 
him. For he is a giver. A very generous leader. Paying for most things out of his own pocket so that his 
fellow Jews didn’t have to pay even more taxes. 

Slide 4 
17 “Furthermore, a hundred and fifty Jews and officials ate at my table, as well as those who came to us 
from the surrounding nations. 18 Each day one ox, six choice sheep and some poultry were prepared for me, 
and every ten days an abundant supply of wine of all kinds. In spite of all this, I never demanded the food 
allotted to the governor, because the demands were heavy on these people.”  
 
Yes, Nehemiah is the governor, issued with a lavish place to live and a state of the art donkey but he uses 
his riches for the good of others. He keeps before his eyes the vision of why he is there. To rebuild the 
walls of Jerusalem and to rebuild the faith of the people of Jerusalem. And once again that is tested in 
chapter 6. The local officials Sanballet and Tobiah throw a lot of mud at Nehemiah and some of it seems to 
stick. They set up a smoking ceremony of gossip and then tell the world where there is smoke there is fire.  
 
But Nehemiah is wise enough to see through their tricks. And he doesn’t want to lose his integrity by 
playing along with their little games. So, he keeps working, he keeps leading & he keeps praying. So 
throughout these problems we see him pray swift, short prayers to the God who can lead him through all 
these dangers. Chapter 5:19 “Remember me with favour, my God, for all I have done for these people.” 
Chapter 6:10 “Now strengthen my hands.” Chapter 6:14 “Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, my God, 
because of what they have done;”  

Slide 5 
This is one impressive leader. A man of integrity and prayer. Determined to work for the Lord no matter 
what the opposition. Who leads by example, and shows how generous he is and willing to make the 
necessary sacrifices to help people caught up in injustice.   

Slide 6 
Where did he learn such godliness? What motivated such exemplary character? Well he tells us that it 
comes from the fear of the Lord. Chapter 5:14, it was out of reverence to God that he acted as he did. He 
knew that one day he would stand before his maker and have to give an account of all that he had done. 
Nehemiah you see feared God’s judgement.  
 
One of the things that stops me from speeding is I fear being pulled over by the police and having to pay a 
fine. One of the things that stops me from doing the wrong thing is that I fear being punished by the 
government. But there are some sins, so powerful, so natural, so ingrained in my nature that only the fear 
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of God will stop me from doing them. Nehemiah as a man of God was motivated by reverence to God 
character and fear of God’s judgement.  

Slide 7 
DL Moody once said, “A holy life will produce the deepest impression. Lighthouses blow no  
horns, they only shine.” And we see that Nehemiah’s example is so compelling that others  

Slide 8 
2. Follow that leadership.  

So, the landowners who have been exploiting the poor and charging them interest, that they cannot 
afford, agree to stop charging interest and to give back the land and crops they have taken from their 
fellow Jews. And they didn’t just say it under oath, they carried through with their promises. They gave up 
their rights for money and followed the example set by their leader Nehemiah.  
 
And in chapter 7, we find that Hananiah and Hanani are setting such a godly example that Nehemiah puts 
them in charge of important roles within the life of the people of Jerusalem. For Nehemiah is not a one-
man band, he works with these men and with musicians, Levites and gatekeepers to help protect the city 
from outside forces and from immoral conduct.  
 
And I think that is why in chapter 7, Nehemiah lists all the people that returned from Persia to Jerusalem, 
even though Ezra a few years ago had already published a very similar list. Because it is no good having 
leadership if there is no one following that leadership. To reform the people of God you need a reformer 
and you need the people to be willing to be reformed.  There is an old saying “You get the leaders you 
deserve.” And so, if God’s people want godly leadership, they need to want to be godly themselves. 
 
And this is where I want to do something different to what I normally do. Despite preaching from three 
chapters of Nehemiah today, I don’t want to go through it with a fine-tooth comb. But I want us to see 
from the rest of the Scriptures that leadership is important but so is following that leadership. Because the 
characteristics of a godly leader, a Christian leader, are the very same characteristics required of all 
Christians. 

Slide 9 
You see the leader might be in the driver’s seat, holding onto the steering wheel, helping to set the 
direction that the Church is going but if the people in the Church don’t want to go where he is taking them, 
they can easily find ways to sabotage the journey. For they don’t have to always go along for the ride. 
 
There have been times in the past when Kaylene or I are driving somewhere & we have had to stop the car 
because of a fight going on in the back. Or someone who doesn’t want to be in the car can poison the 
whole atmosphere by whinging and complaining. So leaders have to lead and it is their responsibility to 
lead well but followers also need to develop the same godly traits at their leaders. So that both leader & 
people are heading in the same direction. 

Slide 10 
For example in the book of James, chapter 1 we hear “My dear brothers and sisters, take note, everyone 
should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.” You get that? Just like Nehemiah was a 
good listener, we are called to listen well to other as well. 
 
James goes on to say in chapter 2, “My Christian brothers, what good does it do if you say you have faith 
but do not do things that prove you have faith? Can that kind of faith save you from the punishment of 
sin? 15 What if a Christian does not have clothes or food? 16 And one of you says to him, “Goodbye, keep 
yourself warm and eat well.” But if you do not give him what he needs, how does that help him? 17 A faith 
that does not do things is a dead faith.” Shouldn’t we all be concerned with the poor? Shouldn’t we all 
want to do something to right wrongs & stop injustice? It is not just our leader’s responsibility, it our 
responsibility! 
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And the book of Titus says to us “In everything set them an example by doing what is good… show 
integrity, seriousness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who opposed you may be 
ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.” And what about Peter, chapter 4 “Above all, 
love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another 
without grumbling.” 
 
Again, what about that passage in 2 Corinthians 9, where Paul thanks the Corinthians because of their 
generosity. “Each one must give as he has means, as he has made up his mind; not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
 
And then there is that example of Paul in 1 Corinthians 9 where Paul talks about laying aside his rights and 
privileges as an apostle because he wants nothing to stop the work of the gospel going forth? He says, 
“don’t we have the right to food and drink? Don’t we have the right to take a believing wife along with us, 
as other do?” But Paul and Timothy lay their rights aside. They are willing to do all things for all people in 
order to win some. Paul  is telling the Corinthians & us that self-sacrifice is a mark of not just a leader but 
all Christians.  

Slide 11 
And the thing that will motivate you and I to aim to live with such godliness is the same as what motivated 
Nehemiah. Reverence for God. Fear of God. Listen to these words of Jesus from Luke 12, “I tell you, my 
friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. 5 But I will show you 
whom you should fear: Fear him who, after your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into hell. 
Yes, I tell you, fear him. 6 Are not 5 sparrows sold for 2 pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by 
God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows.” 
 
You get it? You are worth more than the birds of the air. You are known and loved by your heavenly Father 
so much so that even all the hairs on your head are numbered. But don’t let that intimacy, completely 
wipe out your fear of God. For he is the one has authority to throw you into hell. He is the one you and I 
will need to give an account of on the last day. That great and awful day of judgement. You and I still need 
to have a healthy fear of God. 

Slide 12 
Oswald Chambers once put it like this “The remarkable thing about fearing God is that when you fear God, 
you nothing else, whereas if you do not fear God, you fear everything else.” You see we all fear something. 
Death, cancer, a breakdown of relationships, embarrassment COVID poverty, rejection. But if we fear God, 
if we are aware of his power & might & of your own sin and weakness then you will run to him for help. 
You will look to him for wisdom. You will seek him with all your heart and soul and mind and strength. And 
when you do that, you will find that in him and his son, the leadership that your life & mine desperately 
needs. 

Slide 13 
3. A Greater Leader 

For when we come to the end of the book of Nehemiah, we will find that Nehemiah’s leadership, although 
good, very good in fact, is unsuccessful. For in chapter 13, we will see despite his best efforts that the 
people of God are still in a desperate state. The walls might  
have been rebuilt but their hearts are still in tatters. 
 
And that is one of the take home messages of the book of Nehemiah. No matter how good or how bad the 
leadership of God’s people really is, no human leader no matter how great or godly or faithful can change 
the human heart. No human leader can fix up the sin in our lives. No human leader can present the people 
of God spotless before the presence of God. 
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So in the OT we saw that Moses couldn’t do it, even armed with the perfect law of God. Nor could Joshua 
do even when they came into the promised land. Nor could the judges Ehud, Samson and Gideon, nor 
could the man after God’s own heart, King David, achieve this monumental task. The riches of Solomon 
couldn’t do it. The preaching of Isaiah couldn’t do it. The suffering of Job couldn’t do it. The love of Hosea 
couldn’t do it.  
 
God alone must do it. And that is what God does when he sends us his one and only son, the God man 
Jesus Christ. He gets to the heart of the matter by operating on the human heart. He finds a way of 
changing our old heart of stone and replacing it with a heart of flesh. He does what no other human leader 
could do. He clothes us in his righteousness so that we can live transformed lives of faith in the very 
presence of God. 
 
And Nehemiah is a type of Christ. A black and white figure of the leadership that God’s people need that 
has been coloured in and made three dimensional by Jesus. Here is a man who leaves the throne room of 
the king of kings in order to make a journey in order to live amongst the people of God. Here is the one 
who lays aside his rights and privileges in order to serve a people who are in distress. Here is a man who 
was opposed by Satan but who continued to rely on God to keep the work of God going forward. And here 
is a man, a man of prayer who continues to spend time with the Lord in a deep and trusting fellowship and 
who also would regularly pray to him with quick prayers when in need. 
 
Here is a man of integrity, that even the governor Pontius Pilate said had done no wrong. Here is a man of 
generosity who made himself poor in order to give us the riches of his kingdom. Here is a man who fed the 
hungry, listened to the hurting, helped the weak and cared for the widow. Here is a man who wisely said 
nothing at times & yet other times when he opened his mouth produced some of the greatest sayings this 
world has ever heard.  
 
And here is a man who feared God.  Fully and completely. And yet was willing to take on the full wrath of 
God in order to pay the penalty for our sins. He endured the cross, the separation from the father, the 
going to hell in order to save his chosen ones from going down the same path themselves. Instead clothed 
in the righteousness of Christ they get to enjoy, we get to enjoy, the fruits of his labours – the love of God, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  

Slide 14 
Which is why when John the Baptist started preaching to the people of Israel and Jesus came onto the 
scene, he simply says “he must increase and I must decrease.” He must increase and I must decrease. John 
the Baptist must decrease. Nehemiah must decrease, I must decrease in order to point instead to the true 
and only leader of my life, Jesus Christ. 

Slide 15 
4. Being a Leader. 

So what does that teach us about leadership today? Nehemiah looked like he was a strong leader but his 
prayers show very clearly that he knew his strength came not from inside but from the outside. He knew 
that only God could give him the strength that he needed. He knew that he needed the gracious hand of 
the Lord to be upon him. He knew he needed God’s help to give him success. He knew that he needed God 
to strengthen his hands. 
 
You see in the words of Australian preacher, Peter Adam “You see in the Bible, people might look strong 
but they themselves feel weak. For in the bible, a strong person is really a weak person who trusts God, ask 
for God’s strength and acts on that strength. We tend to think that strong people find interior sources of 
strength and feel strong. But such people don’t ask God, trust God or tell others that it is God who is 
strong.” 

Slide 16 
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Friends don’t think your Christian leaders are the strong ones. We are not. We are the weak ones. Listen to 
the testimony of the apostle Paul, “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing 
power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but 
not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.”  

Slide 17 
Or listen to what he prayed in 2 Corinthians 12 8 “Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from 
me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on 
me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 
 
Leaders are strong, only because God strengthens their weaknesses. Which also means that you and I are 
to follow their lead. And look to God’s grace for your help. God’s power for your strength. And Gods son as 
the leader that you and I truly need. 

Slide 18 
Let me end with this quote from German pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer. “Who am I? They tell me I would step 
from my cell’s confinement calmly, cheerfully, firmly, like a squire from his country house. Who am I? They 
also tell me I would bear the days of misfortune equably, smilingly, proudly like one accustomed to win. Am 
I really all that which other men tell of me? Or am I only what I know of myself, restless and longing and 
sick, like a bird in a cage, struggling for breath, as though hands were compressing my throat, yearning for 
colours, for flowers, for the voice of birds, thirsting for words of kindness, for neighbourliness, trembling 
with anger at despotism and petty humiliation… and empty at praying, at thinking, at making, faint and 
ready to say farewell to it all? Who am I? This or the other? Am I one person today and tomorrow another? 
Am I both at once? A hypocrite before others and before myself a contemptibly woebegone weakling? 
Whoever I am, thou knowest, O God, I am thine.”  
 

Don’t put your trust in leaders. They are just like you, weak and empty. Put your trust in Jesus. The leader 
we don’t deserve but the leader we all desperately need. Because in the end whether we are a leader or a 
follower, the Christian is Christs. So, look to him! 
 

Song – Yet not I but Christ in me 

CityAlight ~ Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me (Lyrics) - YouTube 
1. What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer  3. No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven 

There is no more for heaven now to give  The future sure, the price it has been paid 
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace And He was raised to overthrow the grave 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus   To this I hold, my sin has been defeated 
For my life is wholly bound to His   Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh how strange and divine,     Oh the chains are released, 
I can sing, "All is mine"    I can sing, "I am free" 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me   Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

 
2. The night is dark but I am not forsaken  4. With every breath I long to follow Jesus 

For by my side, the Saviour He will stay  For He has said that He will bring me home 
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing  And day by day I know He will renew me 
For in my need, His power is displayed  Until I stand with joy before the throne 
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me  To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
Through the deepest valley He will lead  All the glory evermore to Him 
Oh the night has been won,     When the race is complete, 
and I shall overcome     still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me   Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zundjUFazfg
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Closing.  
“Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your families, your 
sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes.” (Nehemiah 4:14) 


