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Sunday 13th February, 2022  
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church    

Welcome & Prayer   
The writer to the Hebrews says “Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the 
Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, 
his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere 
heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 
profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 
 
Let’s Pray.  Father, we want to come to you this morning to say thank you and to honour you. You are 
my God, and I will praise you! You are my God, and I will exalt You! Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! 
His faithful love endures forever. We are often so busy that we forget to take the time to sit quietly and 
remember your love and faithfulness. We forget to say thank you for all the good things you provide in our 
lives, and yet you continue to love, support and bless us. We cry out that “life’s not fair” but forget that you 
have been through it all before, and that you will give us the strength that we need. Help us to rejoice that 
you are near, that you walk with us, that we grow and learn and that your love is constant. 
 
We want to thank you for life, for food that you provide, and for the love of family and friends. Thank you 
for the beauty of creation, for the joy that it gives us, for the wonder of the sea and sky and for the expanse 
of space that draws us beyond the definitions of our selves. Thank you for the blessings that you shower 
over us, despite our foolish ways and sinful pride. Forgive us when we forget and ignore you. Thankyou 
Father for your unconditional and everlasting love. Help us to grow more and more to be like you.  Guide & 
teach us in all that we say & do & help us to listen with open hearts today as we come before you.  Amen 
 

Song – This is Amazing Grace www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPQKj2Zptr0 

1. Who breaks the power of sin and darkness?  2. Who brings our chaos back into order? 
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger? Who makes the orphans a son and daughter? 
The King of glory, the King above all kings  The King of glory, the King of glory 
Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder? Who rules the nations with truth and justice 
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance 
The King of glory, the King above all kings  The King of glory, the King above all kings 

 
Chorus       Chorus 
This is amazing grace 
This is unfailing love     Bridge 
That You would take my place    Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
That You would bear my cross    Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 
You laid down Your life     x4 
That I would be set free 
Oh, Jesus, I sing for     Chorus 
All that You've done for me 

 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPQKj2Zptr0
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Bible Reading – Revelation 2:1-7 (NIV) 
“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his 
right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your 
perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be 
apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my 
name, and have not grown weary. 4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at 
first. 5 Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will 
come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. 6 But you have this in your favour: You hate the 
practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the 
paradise of God. 
 

Announcements  
Changes to our service times – 6th March. Session has decided to go back to one morning service starting 
6th March. We feel that by then the time will be right to go back to our old time of 9:45am and meet as one 
congregation. COVID restrictions forced us to create a second service but since there have been no 
capacity restrictions placed on Churches since mid-December, March is the time to go back to what we 
think is best for us. If you want to talk to one of elders about this change, please speak to them in the 
coming weeks. 
Church Calendar. We have put together a Church Calendar for 2022 & this will be available to pick up from 
the front table or as an attachment to the Sunday AM Service email sent around today. Please take a note 
of the dates and try and keep as many free as possible. 
Focus for the month – Vision (for Pastoral Care). Jo Barlow co-ordinates our Church’s pastoral care. There 
are a number of ways we can do pastoral care to the best of our ability. Some of which are encourage our 
small groups to pastorally care for those who are a part of that group, visit shut ins regularly, provide meals 
and practical help for those who find themselves in short term need, offering a mentor to all our younger 
women, and provide training throughout the year (this year dementia and complementarianism)  
Bible Study Groups. It would be great if you were to consider joining one of our small groups, we have the 
following groups. We have men, women’s, mixed, young adults and young families’ groups either on a 
weekly or fortnightly basis, most in person but some on ZOOM. If you would like to be a part of group, 
please see Stephen or Jon.  
Mission Partnership Network. Four times a year we hope to meet on ZOOM to discuss how our mission 
work is going and to pray for the missionaries and mission agencies we would like to support as a Church. 
Our first meeting will be next Sunday 20th Feb from 3:30-4:00pm. The ZOOM link is 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86312276430?pwd=WVpqNmlWci9Xa2xXbVAvSTBYNGtDQT09 All 
welcome. 
Church Camp. With the Church camp postponed and our desire to find ways and means to connect with 
one another at the start of the year, we have decided to run a number of activities over what was the 
Church Camp weekend. 

• Men’s Meal and Barefoot Bowls. Friday 4th march. From 6:30pm at Charlestown bowling Club. 
Cost – purchasing your own dinner. Other alternatives? If you don’t like bowls maybe we could 
play cards or board games? BYO. Please text Colin Wright on 0414 841 740 by Monday 28th Feb 

• Community Garden. There will be a church community garden working day on the morning of 
Saturday 5 March from 8:00 am. We will need: wheelbarrows,  
people to wheel heavy wheelbarrows full of wet concrete, power tools to build the raised 
garden bed, using pine sleepers  gardening tools to shovel garden mix. If you are planning to 
come, please contact Stuart B. 

• BBQ. We are hoping to have a BBQ/Picnic on Sunday 6th March after Church. More details to 
come.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86312276430?pwd=WVpqNmlWci9Xa2xXbVAvSTBYNGtDQT09
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Basket Weaving. Our speaker Leanne Barnett will give a short message on knowing Jesus and a workshop 
on basket weaving using raffia. Saturday 19th March at 10-2pm OR 1-3pm. Venue: Charlestown 
Presbyterian. Cost $30 covers (raffia kit). RSVP to Jen Mulready by text to 0434 131 132 by Saturday 12th 
march.      
Pledges. Did you know that $114,000 was pledged to be given by 31/12/21 and we actually got $96,000 or 
85% of those pledges? And another $34,000 has been pledged to be given by 31/3/22. We are so thankful 
for the congregation’s support as we seek to upgrade our ministry facilities.  
World Day of Prayer. Everyone is invited to the 2022 World Day of Prayer Service which will be hosted by 
the Anglican  Parish of Glenrock in their Kahibah church, on Friday 4th March, commencing at 10.30 am 
with Morning Tea and followed at 11.00 am by the service. The theme is God's promise to his people: "I 
know the plans I have for you" and speaker will be Rev. Robert Peattie. Any donations will be given to the 
Bible Society.   For further details, see Annette Phillis 
Kids Spot: As we work our way through Matthew 20-28, we are learning today about the triumphal entry 
of Jesus and the clearing of the temple. We will focus on making sure we like the children in the temple 
who praised Jesus for what he has done rather than being like the temple leaders who were angry (Matt 
21:15). Challenge for the week: Each day this week, write down or draw pictures of ways to praise Jesus for 
what he has done for us and thank him for the blessings he has given you as a family. 

 
Talk 1 - #zealwithoutlove Revelation 2 - Letter to Ephesus - YouTube 
I got the shock of my life a while back. I was going through my spam about to delete it all when I came 
across one that said “I know that your password is abcd. You have been on a corrupted website and I now 
have access to your entire computer. I know all about you. I have access to your webcam. And I will send 
all your secrets to everyone in your mail box unless you send me $1900 in bitcoin immediately.” 

Slide 2 
Well that well and truly got my heart pumping. This guy knows my password. Potentially he could know 
everything. The good, the bad and the ugly. Now I might not have done anything illegal but that doesn’t 
mean I want someone trolling through my life and sending the worst bits to my wife, (actually she probably 
knows them already) or to my kids or family or Church or denomination. I have to admit it was not a fun 
couple of days. I need to change my passwords, I need to strengthen my antivirus, I need to find ways to 
prove my innocence if they make up wild and crazy stuff. 
 
After a couple of days of torture, I googled the message to see if anyone else has received it. And, of 
course, they had.  Apparently, a couple of years ago there were some really bad data breaches and many 
old passwords were compromised. I looked back at the email & it was an old password. The article said, 
“Don’t pay the ransom. Yes, change your passwords. But don’t worry. They are lying. They don’t know 
what they claim to know.” Whew! 

Slide 3 
But my heart started pumping again when I read the first letter to the seven Churches in Revelation 2. Here 
was the risen Jesus saying, I know. I know all about you. Here we go again, I thought. But Jesus doesn’t 
want to get money off me, he wants to me to recapture my first love. He wants me to remember what He 
has done for me. He wants me to repent of the stuff that I am doing wrong. And he wants to reward me 
with life, real life, eternal life. Jesus knows. He knows all about me, you, us, this Church.  Let’s hear what he 
has to say to all of us this morning.  
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cx1YEFBz6HQ
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Slide 4 

1. I know 
“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his 
right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands.” Well firstly Jesus is not talking to me and you, 
well not in the first instance. He is talking to the Church & not just any old Church but he will write 
specifically to seven Churches in what is today modern-day Turkey. Now there were more than 7 Churches 
at that time in that region & hundreds more across the globe but Revelation mentions just 7. Probably 
because they were a good cross section of Churches in the ancient world and in today’s world as well. 

Slide 5 
And it is a message from Jesus. Last week we saw Jesus described in a way that showed his power and his 
majesty. And each of the letters to the seven Churches picks up one part of this glorious vision of the risen 
Saviour. And for Ephesus, Jesus is highlighting that he has the seven stars in his hand, He has the 
messenger of Ephesus, most likely the pastor in his hand. And He is walking amongst the Church as he 
speaks. He knows what is going on. He knows. 

Slide 6 
2” I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked 
people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You 
have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.” 

Slide 7 
Jesus knows all about this Church. He knows their service, all their good deeds and all their hard work. He 
knows their steadfastness. They have had trouble and toil and strife and yet they are still hanging on. They 
are still zealous for God. They are still working hard. He knows their separation. That they can’t tolerate 
the evil people that have tried to come into the Church. They have recognized false doctrine and removed 
themselves from those who are teaching it. They hate the Nicolaitans, a group that seems to be leading a 
number of Churches in the region astray. And Jesus knows their suffering. They have gone through some 
tough times and they are still going through tough times. But they are still eager in their faith. Still on fire 
for the Lord. 
 
Now wouldn’t you love for Jesus say to you, to us. I know. You might think that no-one knows what is going 
on in your life but I know. I saw what you did last week. The way you stood up for me at work. The way you 
clean up and disinfected the Church. The way you said that quiet word of encouragement to your friend 
who is going through a tough time. The way you have been praying and praying for God to help change 
your family situation. And I know your heart breaks through loneliness or worry or fear. I know. 
 
Friends Jesus knows. He walks among the Churches, amongst his people. He knows what is going on in 
your life and in this Churches’ life, in every Church and in every heart. He doesn’t just see through the 
webcam of your computer he even sees what is going on in your heart & mind as well. Jesus knows. He 
knows our good deeds. He knows our hard work. He knows our suffering. He knows our pain. And when he 
speaks directly to the Ephesian Church it is not a bad report is it? It’s a busy Church, a serving Church, a 
ministry Church, a Church that you and I would want to be a part of. Yes? Well wait a second, he hasn’t 
finished yet. 

Slide 8 
2. I know & I hold 

4 “Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first.” Now that doesn’t sound good. 
Zeal but no love. Work but not for Jesus. Suffering but where there should be joy there is resignation, 
determination but no admiration. They have lost their first love. 
 
They have lost their love for Jesus. You see it is possible to serve and to sacrifice, to be steadfast and 
separate yourself from sin and to suffer and still not love Jesus. Now this is a Church that was started by 
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the Apostle Paul, who was led at times by Priscilla, Aquilla & Timothy. Even the apostle John was its pastor 
for many years. They had their doctrine right. They had their teaching right but they didn’t have their heart 
right. They had zeal but no love. Good theology but not a good relationship with Theo, the Greek word for 
God. 

Slide 9 
So what does Jesus want them to do?  5 “Consider how far you have fallen! Repent & do the things you did 
at first.”  They must do three things. Firstly remember. Look back at how God has been so good to the, 
gracious to them, forgiving of them, merciful to them. Think back to all that Jesus has done for them. Recall 
those times of answered prayer. Reminisce about how God has always been there. Remember the 
relationship you once had with Jesus. 
 
And repent. The word means change direction. It’s not an emotion word, although emotion always 
accompanies true repentance. There ought to be sorrow for sin, but Jesus isn’t calling us here to a feeling. 
This is a call to action! Repent, change direction. Stop and turn around! Do something. You have gone 
down the wrong path. Well get back to the right path. You have opened up your life to the wrong 
influences, well get rid of them. You have become lazy with your quiet times, slack with your prayer time, 
irregular in going to Church. Well do the things you used to do. Now. Remember, repent and repeat.  
 
Do the things you once did. Put the time and effort into the relationship you once did. As the sign on the 
highway says. “Go Back. You are going the wrong way.” Jesus is saying to the Church, I don’t just want zeal 
I want love. I don’t just want service I want passion. I don’t just want you to hang in there and survive I 
want your spiritual life to well and truly thrive.  

Slide 10 
3. I know, I hold and lastly, I will 

Jesus ends with a promise. 7 “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the 
one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.” 
Friends I want to give you life. I want to take you to a new garden of Eden where you can enjoy the fruits of 
the tree of life every day. But if you don’t repent, I will take your lampstand away. I will take your light 
away. I will take your Church away. 
 
The Church that loses is love will lose its light. If it is not doing its task of shedding the light of God’s love to 
all in its vicinity then I will no longer protect it from the darkness. I will no longer make sure it is burning 
brightly. God’s Church itself will remain. But individual Churches will come and go. And you know the 
Church of Ephesus, the Church that maybe had the best group of leaders that any Church ever had, didn’t 
survive. It doesn’t exist now. Actually, the whole city doesn’t exist now. But it didn’t last much longer after 
this letter. Because it never recaptured its first love. And so the light went out for that town & region. 

Slide 11 
Robert Murray M’Cheyne, the 18th century Scottish preacher comments, “Oh how dreadful are the 
punishments of Christ…O Lord give me suffering, give me sickness, give me poverty, give me anything, give 
me death itself but do not remove thy light from me, for then I shall get dark and lifeless.” 

Slide 12 
Friends this is a word for us today. We can serve & do good things. We can know the truth & we can still be 
lifeless. For without love we are nothing, a resounding gong, a clanging symbol. So, what would Jesus say 
to you and to us? Are we zealous? That’s good. But do we really love Jesus? Is our faith still white hot or 
has it gone cold? Jesus love for you has not grown dim. He is still walking amongst us. He knows what we 
are going through & he loved us so much that he died in our place. Remember that. Repent of your wrong 
behaviours and return again to love Jesus by allowing the Spirit of God to stoke again the fire within us.  
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Slide 13 
The famous preacher Campbell Morgan told the story of a man with a beautiful daughter and they had a 
really close relationship and used to go for a walk everything evening. One day the daughter told her father 
that she couldn’t go with him that night and the father was disappointed when he heard the news. The 
next night she couldn’t go again and the father was hurt and this went on for several days and the father 
was heartbroken. But a few days later was the man’s birthday. And the daughter said “Here I have for you 
a pair of handmade slippers that I made for you. That is why I was able to walk with you. But with a tear in 
his eye the man said, “I like them, I really do but next time buy them, for I’d rather spend time with you 
than receive something from you.”  

Slide 14 
Jesus would say the same to us. I don’t want your works, I want you. I don’t want your head knowledge I 
want to walk with you. Spend time with you. I love you. And the best response that we can have in return 
is to love him back with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.  

 

Song – Yet not I but Christ in me 

CityAlight ~ Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me (Lyrics) - YouTube 
 

1. What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer  3. No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven 
There is no more for heaven now to give  The future sure, the price it has been paid 
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace And He was raised to overthrow the grave 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus   To this I hold, my sin has been defeated 
For my life is wholly bound to His   Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh how strange and divine,     Oh the chains are released, 
I can sing, "All is mine"    I can sing, "I am free" 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me   Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

 
2. The night is dark but I am not forsaken  4. With every breath I long to follow Jesus 

For by my side, the Saviour He will stay  For He has said that He will bring me home 
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing  And day by day I know He will renew me 
For in my need, His power is displayed  Until I stand with joy before the throne 
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me  To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
Through the deepest valley He will lead  All the glory evermore to Him 
Oh the night has been won,     When the race is complete, 
and I shall overcome     still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me   Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

 

Pastoral Prayer Points 
Psalm 2: “Blessed are all those who take refuge in Him.” We live in a society that’s obsessed with safety. 
People are full of fear and worry about life and death. Pray that we would submit our lives to king Jesus 
and find safety in Him. Thank God for the sure refuge that’s found in Jesus Christ alone. 
Pray for Ukraine:  • Pray for God's peace and reconciliation to overcome all hatred, conflict, and war. Pray 
for followers of Jesus to arise as messengers of His hope to the hopeless and the oppressed. Pray for 
repentance, forgiveness, and unity in the Church, across denominations and traditions. 
Pray for our nation - Pray for many Australians who long for a deeper meaning to life. Pray they would 
come to know Jesus Christ who is the way, the truth and the life. Pray that God would open doors to speak 
the gospel, and open hearts to receive Jesus. 
Pray for key leaders: Pray our national leaders would listen to the people in their states or territories and 
be faithful serving them. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zundjUFazfg


      

Page | 7 

 

Pray for our mission partners in Ambae, Vanuatu. That the school will be ready to teach its student as the 
school year begins. That the repairs on the Church will go ahead. That Christian leaders will be raised up 
and take responsibility in the school, Church and local community.  
 

Bible Reading – Revelation 2:8-11 (NIV)   
8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who 
died and came to life again. 9 I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the 
slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of 
what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will 
suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s 
crown. 11 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who is victorious 
will not be hurt at all by the second death.” 
 

Talk 2 - #dontfear       Revelation 2 - Letter to Smyrna - YouTube 
Have you ever watched any of those videos of a car being crash tested? I think they are really quite 
fascinating. For the manufacturers slam their new car at top speed into a concrete wall to recreate under 
lab conditions the nightmare scenario none of us wants to experience – the head-on collision – just to 
make sure that if the nightmare came true, as it sometimes does, that the safety features will work as 
they’re supposed to. Then hopefully, we’ll walk away from the wreck, shaken perhaps, but whole. 

 
I think the letter to the angel of the Church in Smyrna works a bit like a car being crash tested. It is 
designed to show us what happens to the Christian and the Christian church when they go through the 
nightmare of persecution. And what we will find out is that Jesus will be with us no matter what happens. 
And Jesus call to us is, don’t fear, don’t be afraid. 

Slide 3 
Let’s take a look. 8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First 
and the Last, who died and came to life again.” Now you might see a familiar pattern appearing. Actually, 
all seven letters have the same template. It is written to the angel or the messenger or the pastor of a 
Church, the word could mean any of these things.  
 
And it starts with a reminder of who the letter writer really is. It is Jesus. The one who was there at the 
very beginning and promises to be there at the very end. The one that not even death could stop for he 
died and came back to life again. This is God the Son speaking to the Church saying don’t be afraid, I am 
not asking you to do anything that I haven’t done myself. 

Slide 4 
1. Difficulties. 

9” I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the slander of those who say 
they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to 
suffer.” 
 
I know. Jesus knows the troubles that the church of Smyrna is going through. They live in the midst of the 
Roman Empire and they are currently persecuting all Christians. And they are also being attacked by the 
Jews in that city so much so that it is obvious that behind these attacks is Satan himself. And they are living 
in abject poverty so the pressure is really on them from every side.  

Slide 5 
That’s the idea behind the Greek word translated afflictions. Pressure. You might picture for yourself a 
wine press. The fruit is placed into the barrel and then you turn the handle, and with each turn the 
pressure builds and the fruit is squeezed and crushed under the pressure. Life in Smyrna is like being the 
grapes in one of those wine presses and Satan is turning the handle and building the pressure. Behind the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Df3Pgw6Rtww
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human agents of suffering, there stands the malice of Satan. It is, verse 10, the devil who will throw some 
of them into prison. Satan is seeking to destroy the church in Smyrna & snuff out its light and its witness. 
 
This is a suffering church. And yet behind the Romans, the Jews, even Satan is God Himself. And he is 
saying don’t be afraid. Don’t fear what is happening to you, what might happen to you. It is like that car 
crash. The safety features are there. You have been designed and equipped to deal with any car crash that 
Satan wants to inflect on you. In fact, through these tough times God Himself will do his wonderful work in 
your life. You are not poor, you are rich. You are not in Satan’s hands you are in God’s hands. Now how do 
we know that? 

Slide 6 
2. Difficulties, Duration. 

“I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you & you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be 
faithful, even to the point of death & I will give you life as your victor’s crown.” 
 
This suffering will only go for ten days. What ten actual days? Or a short period of time a fortnight, a 
month, a year perhaps. Not forever but only for ten days. I am not really sure. What I am sure is that Jesus 
is saying that their suffering will have limits, it will not go on for ever. For Jesus is in control even of Satan’s 
synagogue. He in charge of the trials & the tears. How does Psalm 30:5 put it? “Though tears flow for the 
night, the morning brings new joy.” 

Slide 7 
Have you ever been sick or in pain overnight and the darkness just seems to drag on and on? 1 am, 2am, 
3am, 4am. When is it ever going to end? Because it seems like it will never end. But you know it will, you 
just have to make it to morning. Well Jesus is saying something similar. It feels like your afflictions, the 
pressure you are under will never end. But it will. As one commentator has put it, “Our sufferings may test 
our limits but there are always limits to our sufferings.”  

Slide 8 
But it is a test. Like that car crash test. The safety features of grace will be sufficient for you. Jesus will help 
you withstand whatever is thrown at you. You will walk away, yes shaken but God will use those 
experiences to help you grow in your faith. That’s why James 1:2-3 says “Count it all joy, my brothers, when 
you face trials of various kinds. For you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.” God is 
using this trial to strengthen our faith. To increase our dependence. To remind us that he will always come 
through for us. 

Slide 9 
1 Peter 1:6-7 says, “In this you rejoice, though now if need be, you have been grieved by various kinds of 
trials so that the tested genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold that perishes, though it is 
refined by fire may be found to result in praise, glory, and honour at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” God is 
refining your faith. Under that pressure he is producing a fruitfulness, a vintage that cannot be achieved in 
any other way.  

Slide 10 
3. Difficulties, Duration and lastly Destiny. 

10 “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. 11 Whoever has 
ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by 
the second death.” 
 
Victory comes not when we escape suffering but when we faithfully persevere in the midst of our 
suffering. And what a victory it will be. The victor’s crown. Elsewhere it is called the crown of gold, the 
crown of righteousness, the crown of glory.  
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Now one of the highest privileges today is to be knighted by the Queen but that will be nothing compared 
to being crowned by the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. Where Jesus himself will wipe away our tears 
and give us the crown of eternal life. But what’s more we will also be victorious over the second death. 
What on earth is the second death? Well, it is a death that will not occur on earth physically but after our 
time on earth we die spiritually. 

Slide 11 
All human beings are born physically and die physically. That is the first birth and the first death. But if we 
are born twice, if we are born again, we miss out on the second death, which is another name for hell. As 
once preacher has put it, “Those who are born only once die twice. Those who are born twice die only 
once.” If we are born again, if the Spirit of God enters into us and draws us to Jesus we will live forever. We 
will get to have constant access to the tree of life, the one that was available to Adam & Eve in the Garden 
of Eden.  
 
That’s the destiny of those who overcome. That’s the promise given to those who are suffering in this part 
of Revelation. So, Jesus is saying to those who are under pressure like those in the Church at Smyrna, press 
on. Keep on keeping on. This is not the end. There is something wonderful, something amazing, waiting for 
you in a short period of time. The crown of life. Hang in there, it will be all worth it.  
 
You see Jesus is not sending you this car crash to see if you will survive. He knows you will survive. He is 
sending it so that you might see that he has you in his hand. He is walking with you among the lampstands. 
Just as he suffered for you, he will now suffer with you. Just as he died and was resurrected so you will be 
resurrected after your death. Just as Jesus has always been with you in the past, he will always be with you 
in the future. 

Slide 12 
So don’t be afraid. Do not fear. Jesus holds the stars in his hands. Jesus walks along the lampstands, Jesus 
is the first and the last. Jesus is the one who died and came back to life.  

Slide 13 
Now Church history tells us an interesting story about Smyrna. The apostle John, the writer of the book of 
Revelation mentored a young man who ended up being the Bishop of Smyrna & was most likely in the 
Church when this letter was first read out. His name was Polycarp.  
 
And history tells us that 65 years later when Polycarp was an old man, he was arrested by the Romans and 
sentenced to death for being a Christian. And on the last day of his life, he was tied up and brought into 
the stadium and told that if he renounced his faith, he would be acquitted and live. And Polycarp’s famous 
reply was “Eighty & six years I have served Him and never once has He wronged me. How then shall I 
blaspheme my King who has saved me? You threaten me with a fire that burns for a season and after a 
little while is quenched but you are ignorant of the fire of everlasting punishment that is prepared for the 
wicked.” 

Slide 14 
Friends do not be afraid, no matter what pressure you are under. Jesus is Lord. Press on and follow Jesus. It 
will be worth it every step of the way. 
 

Song – In Christ Alone In Christ Alone (Official Lyric Video) - Keith & Kristyn Getty, 

Alison Krauss - YouTube  
1. In Christ alone my hope is found   3. There in the ground His body lay 

He is my light, my strength, my song   Light of the world by darkness slain 
This cornerstone, this solid ground   Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm Up from the grave He rose again 
What heights of love, what depths of peace  And as He stands in victory 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease  Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16KYvfIc2bE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16KYvfIc2bE
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My comforter, my all in all    For I am His and He is mine 
Here in the love of Christ I stand   Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 
2. In Christ alone who took on flesh   4. No guilt in life, no fear in death 

Fullness of God in helpless babe   This is the power of Christ in me 
This gift of love and righteousness   From life's first cry to final breath 
Scorned by the ones He came to save  Jesus commands my destiny 
Till on that cross as Jesus died   No power of hell, no scheme of man 
The wrath of God was satisfied   Can ever pluck me from His hand 
For every sin on Him was laid    Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the death of Christ I live   Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

 

Closing.  
7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will 
give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 

 


