
Page | 1

Sunday November 7, 2021 
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church 

Welcome & Prayer (John H)
Hello and welcome to our video service today. My name is John Harris and I will be guiding us
through the service this morning. I’d like to start by reading some of Psalm 37, starting at verse 3. “Trust in 
the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 4 Take delight in the Lord, and he will give 
you the desires of your heart. 5 Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this: 6 He will
make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, your vindication like the noonday sun. 7 Be still before the 
Lord and wait patiently for him; do not fret when people succeed in their ways, when they carry out their 
wicked schemes. 8 Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret—it leads only to evil. 23 The Lord 
makes firm the steps of the one who delights in him; 24 though he may stumble, he will not fall, for the 
Lord upholds him with his hand.” Let’s pray

Father God, you are the creator of all things. You created the stars, the planets, and you created this earth. 
You created the seas and the mountains, the trees and the animals, the fish and the birds. And Lord, you 
created us, man and woman in your image. You are the author of life, the author of love, the author of 
family. And Lord we acknowledge that we have sinned and sin against you. We acknowledge that our sin 
causes us to work against your natural order, both in creation and in relationships. And so Lord this 
morning we humbly confess and repent of our sins. Help us to look to you and to your ways in everything 
we do. Help us to worship you alone. And Lord we pray this morning for our Pastor Stephen who’s bringing 
your word to us through the sermon, and Lord he’s looking at a passage from Mark as we continue that 
series, and a passage from Corinthians which talk about Marriage and Divorce. And so Lord we pray that 
you bless Stephen as he preached that, and you bless us as we listen to your words from your Word. And 
we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen We’re going to listen to a song now, called Let Your Kingdom 
Come. 

Song – Let your kingdom come
1. Your glorious cause, O God 2. Give us Your strength, O God

Engages our hearts And courage to speak
May Jesus Christ be known Perform Your wondrous deeds
Wherever we are Through those who are weak
We ask not for ourselves, but for Your renown Lord use us as You want, whatever the test
The cross has saved us so we pray By grace we'll preach Your gospel
Your kingdom come Till our dying breath

Chorus
Let Your kingdom come
Let Your will be done
So that everyone might know Your Name
Let Your song be heard everywhere on earth
Till Your sovereign work on earth is done
Let Your kingdom come

Bible Reading – Mark 10:1-12 (NIV)
“Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and across the Jordan. Again crowds of people 
came to him, and as was his custom, he taught them. 2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is 
it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 “What did Moses command you?” he replied. 4 They said, “Moses 
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permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.” 5 “It was because your hearts were 
hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. 6 “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them 
male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 8 and 
the two will become one flesh.  So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined 
together, let no one separate.” 10 When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. 11  

He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. 12 

And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.”

Announcements for 7th November
Opening Up. Many thanks to those who are doing their bit to enable to follow the COVID rules. Don’t 
forget we have provided extra space in the front three rows of the Church for those who consider 
themselves more vulnerable. There will be wider spaces and less interaction. We will be having morning 
tea between 10-10:30am outside (opposite the hall). It would be good to have a look around at who isn’t 
at church and give them a call to see how they are going. Around 30% of our people are yet to come back 
to Church, so we want to keep expressing our unity in Christ by reaching out to them at this time.
Focus for the month – Creation Care. During November we are going to be thinking about Creation Care. 
How this is God’s world. How our sin has polluted God’s world. How Jesus dies on the cross for the sings of 
the world and how God will one day renew and recreate our world. What does that mean for us who 
currently live in such a fallen world?
ZOOM Prayer time. Every Monday night the Church meets via ZOOM to pray. It is so important that pray, 
both individually and collectively for each other, our church and our nation at this time.
Building Working Group. Having received such a favourable response from the Church with their pledges 
and also having been given a rough idea of how much we can borrow from the denomination, we are now 
looking to employ an architect to draw up some plans. Please pray they may reflect the results of the 
Church consultation about what is needed to enable us to go forward in such a way that we continue to 
put Gospel Truth. God’s Love and Real Change at the forefront of all we do as a Church.
Combined church picnic. Everyone is invited from all our church services to enjoy a well needed catch-up 
over a picnic lunch at Pelican Foreshore TODAY from 12.30pm. Bring your own lunch, drinks, chairs/rug, 
sun protection, swimming gear and play equipment (soccer balls, cricket gear, etc). The current limits for 
outdoor gatherings is 50 (including children) and that all people 16 years and over need to be double 
vaccinated. To enable us to meet together, we will meet as 2 groups at Pelican Foreshore in groups up to 
50 people. Group 1: Families with children 0-12 yo (meet near playground). Group 2: Young adults, adults 
and families with high school aged kids (meet closer to the water between car park and playground). This is 
a guide so feel free to join the group that suits you best and set up your picnic group in the best area 
nearby for the weather of the day. Contact Suzie for more details or any questions.
Date for your diary. Gather Round, a welcome back carols event on Saturday 4th December, more details 
to come 
Kids Spot: This is our last week learning from the book of Revelation looking at chapter 5. Jesus is the Lamb 
of God who died for us and all the praise that belongs to God the Father also belongs to Jesus! Question of 
the week: What are ways we can praise Jesus as we go about our daily lives? Put these into practice each 
day this week.
Operation Christmas Child. There were 100 boxes donated this year by members of the church. This was a 
great outcome, especially seeing we were in lockdown at the time. This year our boxes went to 
Madagascar and Cambodia.
Pledges. Many thanks to all those who have pledged money for our Ministry Facilities Fund. When you 
come to pay your pledges please can you mark the transfer or the envelope ‘Building’
Finances.         Budget Offerings for September                    $24,005
                        Actual Offerings for September                        $26,152
                        Surplus for September                                        $  2,147
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                        Deficit for Jan-Sept                                              $13,087
Financially this has been a difficult year for our Church. But we keep looking to the Lord for the finances we 
need to minister faithfully in our ever changing context. 

Song – I heard the voice of Jesus say 
1. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 3. I heard the voice of Jesus say,

‘Come unto me and rest; ‘I am this dark world’s light;
lay down, thou weary one, lay down look unto me, thy morn shall rise,
thy head upon my breast.’ and all thy day be bright.’
I came to Jesus as I was, I looked to Jesus, and I found
so weary, worn and sad; in him my star, my sun;
I found in him a resting place, and in that light of life I’ll walk
and he has made me glad. till trav’lling days are done

2. I heard the voice of Jesus say,
‘Behold, I freely give
the living water, thirsty one;
stoop down and drink and live.’
I came to Jesus, and I drank
of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and now I live in him.

Pastoral Prayer Points
Psalm 123: “Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maidservant 
to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the Lord our God, till He has mercy upon us.” (v. 2). Here 
the psalmist expresses an exclusive dependence on God alone. Without the protection and provision of 
God, true believers have no comfort or strength. But God is full of mercy and always ready to give us 
exactly what we need to live for His glory. All that’s required of us is to look to the One enthroned in 
heaven. Look to Jesus, at the right hand of God, the author and finisher of our faith.
Pray for Sudan.  Pray for God to raise up leaders full of integrity, wisdom, and compassion. Pray for the 
Prince of Peace to extinguish long-standing division, hate, and violence. Pray for the government's recent 
favour towards the Church to continue and increase.
Pray for Scott Morrison: Pray for wisdom, strength and encouragement for our Prime Minister. 
Pray for Born Alive Bill (Federal): Pray that the government will allow this bill to be debated and that it will 
pass - so that babies born alive in failed abortions are given medical care and pain relief.  
Pray for Newcastle Churches – Pray for Newcastle churches to grow in size, spiritual maturity, and 
effectiveness in discipling people in our community. Pray that many more Novocastrians will turn to Christ 
and find a church home to belong to.

Bible Reading – 1 Corinthians 7:12-17 (NIV)  
12 “To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to 
live with him, he must not divorce her. 13 And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is 
willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. 14 For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified 
through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise 
your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The 
brother or the sister is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 16 How do you 
know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will save 
your wife?”
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Sermon – The Dilemma around divorce (Stephen T) 
The battleground that is sexual ethics continues to play out on many different fronts. This year it has been 
all about consent. How we need to give permission to the other person before they get the green light to 
having sex with us. A few years earlier it was over Same Sex Marriage and whether we wanted to give gay 
and lesbian couples the same rights and legitimacy as heterosexual couples. And a long way in the rear-
view mirror society debated such important issues as premarital sex, the use of contraception and no-fault 
divorce.

So why dredge up the past & talk about divorce today? Isn’t it a war that we have already fought and lost? 
Isn’t it a topic that is now dead & buried? Well, it is for our society but it is still important to the Lord. And 
without the Bible’s teaching on each of these issues, Christians will blend in with those around them rather 
than be salt and light in the way that God has called us to be. So today we are going to look at the topic of 
marriage and divorce. 

It will not be easy for any of us, especially for those who have had firsthand experience of difficult 
marriages and divorce. But as we preach through the book of Mark here it is. God wants to speak to us on 
this issue, so we need to listen and listen carefully to what the Lord has to say. But let’s firstly pray and ask 
for God’s help and wisdom as we proceed…

In addressing the dilemma around divorce, John Stott says we need to understand “the tension between 
our prophetic role to bear witness to God’s revealed standards & yet to also realise our responsibility to 
show compassion to those who are unable to maintain such standards” So we need to be prophetic & 
compassionate! So, let’s start by hearing God’s revealed standards because in Jesus’ day the issue of 
divorce was a real

1. The Battle ground 
“Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and across the Jordan. Again, crowds of people  
came to him, and as was his custom, he taught them.2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it  
lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”

Notice first of all where Jesus is now ministering, in the region of Judea across the Jordan. That is in King 
Herod’s territory. The same King Herod who just a few years back had divorced his own wife and married 
Herodias who happened to be his brother’s ex-wife. So, Jesus had better be careful, very careful. Especially 
as last year his cousin John the Baptist had lost his head because he had spoken up against King Herod’s 
actions. So, the Pharisees see their chance to trap Jesus. Would Jesus have the guts to follow John’s lead?

This was political dynamite but it was also theological dynamite as well because in the last century or so 
this topic had become a hot potato for the Jewish people. Rabbi Shammai said you can only divorce 
someone if they had committed adultery, but Rabbi Hillel had said you could divorce them if they 
displeased you in any way, even if you didn’t like their cooking! So, who would Jesus’ support, in this raging 
controversy?
In reply, Jesus ignored the current debates and pointed everyone back to the Word of God.
But before he wants to answer their question about divorce, he needed to lay the ground work and talk 
about God’s view on marriage. So, he moves from the battleground to 

2. The Binding (verses 5-8)
“Haven’t you read that at the beginning the Creator made them male and female. So, for this reason a man  
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife and the two will become one flesh. So, they are 
no longer two but one.”
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What is Jesus saying? Let’s get our view of marriage right first. Marriage is God’s idea and God being the 
creator of all mankind also created marriage to involve four principles. #1
Marriage involves an exclusive man-woman relationship, a man leaves his father and mother and is united 
to his wife. And they do so, #2 at some public event, for “he leaves his parents”. There is a breaking of that 
family tie for all to see. Thirdly he removes himself from one set of relationships to start another 
relationship by cleaving to his wife. This is a permanent move.  And lastly it is consummated by sexual 
intercourse, because the two become one flesh, God weaves them together & because this is God’s plan 
for those who are getting married, mankind should not be separating what God has joined together. 

One person has put it this way. “Marriage is like 2 potatoes: you’re skinned alive, put in hot water and then 
mashed together into 1!” So that’s the principle. And one we just have to get into our heads. God’s ideal 
for marriage is permanent. Till death do us part. The man and the woman are not two but one.

This is the closest relationship that we are to have as human beings. Children might be connected to their 
parents through shared DNA but once married, the husband and wife are fused together to form a single, 
indivisible unit. Kids are separate entities. A married couple is not. For God has made them one. 1 + 1 =1. 
So marriage is not a 50/50 proposition, it is a 100/100 one. So, there is an intimacy about marriage and 
there is also a permanency.

Marriage is for life. “Therefore, what God has joined together let man not separate.” It is an act of God. A 
union initiated by the promises made between a man and a woman but sealed in heaven. So, when a 
church minister or a civil celebrant pronounce a new couple to be husband and wife, they may agree with 
what God has done but neither the Church nor the government has any power to make them one nor to 
dissolve that union in the future. 

So, when our government brought in no fault divorce and the divorce rate started to climb, they were 
venturing into territory they had no right to go into. They have no power to separate what God has 
brought together. They might want to limit the damage. They might evaluate that the love has gone and 
there is no chance of a reconciliation but unfortunately the no fault divorce is not the answer, certainly not 
God’s answer.

This is where the Church has to be prophetic. It needs to point us all back to God’s high view of marriage. 
Our society might make laws and lower the standards for marriage and enable those who are unhappy a 
pathway out of their marriage but we need to keep teaching our people how to build healthier and 
stronger marriages based on God’s principles for marriage. And we need to be much better at supporting 
and strengthening those whose 
marriages are struggling or in trouble.

How do we do that? If we are currently married, we start there. Every marriage will have some rocky 
patches, but if we are in this for life, we need to give our marriages the time and effort that they need. 
Quite simply they have to take higher priorities in our life than maybe they currently take. We also need to 
build strong relationships with other married couples. If we are struggling, we need to ask for help & seek 
counsel from within the Church or from a marriage counsellor. You see if one person wants out, it is very 
difficult to salvage a marriage but if both are willing to work on it, with God’s help you can solve any 
problem.

Also, when difficulties arise within our married friends, we need to help them work through some of the 
issues. We need to point out what each partner can do to make the situation better. We should remind 
them of their need to forgive, to work hard on reconciliation. Yes, separation might be necessary for a 
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time, but that should be a time where they are working hard to dealing with the issues that are causing 
conflict with the long-term view of getting back together again  

At the same time, we need to support our unmarried friends at Church. Being single is a tough gig. They 
need deep friendships to encourage them through the many ups & downs of life. We need to encourage 
them to only date and marry Christians, as the Bible tells them. But if they don’t follow the Bible’s advice, 
we need to work hard to build relationships with their partners in the hope that they God might be 
gracious to them & turn them to Christ. 

3. The Battleground, the Binding and thirdly the Breaking. 
Because despite all our best efforts sometimes our marriages will end in divorce. So, are there any 
circumstances where a marriage has become broken in God’s eyes? Where Christians are allowed to get 
divorced? And is there any chance they can get remarried? That is the question that the Pharisees are 
asking Jesus and that is the issue he now turns to.

5 “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied.” Yes, God did make 
an accommodation in the time of Moses for the hardness of people’s hearts. Living with sinful people can 
be damaging, very damaging. Especially to the women of Moses day. If they were just abandoned by the 
one whose job was to look after them and provide for them and protect them, they would find themselves 
incredibly vulnerable. 

Incredibly vulnerable. So, in Deuteronomy 24 we read that she can obtain a certificate of divorce which 
means she has the ability to start again. To find someone new. Not to be a social leper but be granted the 
protection of the society as a whole so that she no longer stays under the influence of a man who doesn’t 
want to provide for her and protect her.

“Because of your hardness of heart, he wrote you this commandment.” This is amazing. It implies, in other 
words, that there are laws in the Old Testament that are not expressions of God’s will for all time, but 
expressions of how best to manage sin in a particular people at a particular time. So friends, divorce is 
never commanded in the OT. But it was permitted and regulated—like polygamy was permitted and 
regulated, and like certain kinds of slavery has been permitted and regulated. And Jesus says here that this 
permission was not a reflection 
of God’s ideal for his people; it was a reflection of the hardness of the human heart. 

Which is why the Scriptures can quote the Lord in Malachi 2:16 when he says “I hate divorce!” God knows 
that divorce is always a tragedy. That it is always a failure to live according to the hopes and dreams that 
brought these two people together in the first place. It brings accusations, fights, guilt, violence, isolation, 
loneliness. And God doesn’t want that for anyone. So, he doesn’t authorise divorce but he does allow for it. 
He doesn’t command divorce but he makes a concession. He permits divorce in some circumstances.

But on what grounds could such a marriage be dissolved? The Jews of that time broke into two camps, the 
conservatives said you could only get a divorce if your partner committed adultery, and the liberals said for 
anything that displeased the husband. But what would Jesus say? And what does Paul and the rest of the 
New Testament say?

Well in Matthews gospel, Matthew gives a fuller account of this conflict between Jesus and the Pharisees. 
So, we read Jesus say in Matthew 19:9, “I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital 
unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.”
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There is one exception that Jesus states where divorce is permissible. One thing that destroys the one flesh 
arrangement of a marriage so deeply that it may not be ever be able to be put together. Marital 
unfaithfulness. Porneia, it is in the original Greek. And that word means any form of sexual immortality 
that takes place outside of the marriage.

So, if one partner has an affair, or goes to a prostitute or becomes addicted to online porn or rapes or 
sexual abuses another that so destroys the original idea of one flesh, the two becoming one, that divorce 
for the innocent party becomes a real option. Yes, Jesus stresses marriage & not divorce, reconciliation not 
separation. But if there is marital unfaithfulness, and only that case, the innocent party should be allowed 
to divorce & subsequently remarry

Now that’s pretty hard to hear, isn’t it? That’s against our society’s view of a no-fault divorce. It also means 
that the guilty party should not be allowed to remarry at all. And the innocent party can only remarry 
under the strictest of circumstances, marital unfaithfulness. Now to make it even a bit more complicated, 
the Bible allows a further exception in the book of 1 Corinthians. There the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 7, 
applying Jesus words to the missionary context that he found himself in, allows another exception for 
divorce.

12 “To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer & she is willing to live  
with him, he must not divorce her… 15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The brother or sister is not 
bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace.”

Paul says, if you are a non-Christian, married to another non-Christian and if you become a Christian and 
they don’t and because of your faith in Jesus the other party cannot stand to stay with you and leaves you, 
then you are allowed to divorce and remarry but only if you marry another Christian. Once again, Paul 
doesn’t say you have to get a divorce. God would love the marriage to stay together. But if you have been 
deserted by your non-Christian partner, there is almost no way you can keep the marriage together 
anyway and so Paul says that this is the second allowance that God gives against the permanency of 
marriage.
Now I’m not pretending that this is easy teaching. There is much pain in a broken marriage, there is much 
pain if you stay together in a difficult marriage. I have had many, many sessions with people who are going 
through difficult times and the issues are complex and the pain is deep, very deep. It might seem the best 
option to break up and start again with somewhere else. It might look the easier option to get a divorce. 
But there are no easy options. And the best option you can have is to draw upon the reserves of wisdom, 
help and strength that are available to us through Jesus Christ. 

But what if you are in an abusive situation? That isn’t covered by either of the exceptions that we have 
talked about. Does this mean you need to stay? No, I don’t believe it does. Get out now. Find a safe place 
for you and your family. Too often, the Church has not spoken clearly on this. Wise Christian counselling 
can help; being in Christian community is important. But this passage is not saying you have to stay in that 
abusive situation. 

But it is also not saying you can get a divorce either. Separate, leave, find support, strength, 
encouragement. Fill yourselves with God’s teaching & find your help with us in this Church. Don’t stay. Get 
help. Help for yourself. Help for your kids. Help for your marriage partner. Maybe there will be true 
repentance, maybe not. It’s tricky, I know because people can make all sorts of promises but you made 
promises to them. Your commitment now is for them to repent & change before you go back into the 
marriage. And they might never do that. And so that might mean you may never be able to marry again. 
But we must take our vows seriously and divorce is only permitted in exceptional circumstances.
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4. The Battleground, the Binding, the Breaking and fourthly the Blame. 

Let’s go back to our passage. 10 “When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. 11 

He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. 12 

And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.”

Jesus ends with this radical teaching. Unless God recognises a union is dissolved, the man or woman who 
pursues a divorce and marries another, commits adultery. So, this is pretty serious, the blame is well and 
truly on those who wants the divorces and then subsequently remarries another person. Yes, if the other 
person has committed adultery or your non-Christian partner has abandoned you the breaking of the 
relationship is on their heads. But if that hasn’t happened it is on ours.  

And notice that Jesus applies that teaching to both the man and the woman. In those days it was almost 
impossible for a Jewish woman to initiate a divorce. But here Jesus is correcting the balance of justice away 
from the man to the woman. They have equal responsibilities. And he is also anticipating that Gentiles 
would be converted into the future for in those days Roman women could initiate divorce. So, lets 
conclude our discussion and consider 

5. The Best Way. 
Where the Church can be prophetic and point all to the unchanging standards of God and yet also be 
pastoral by compassionately applying these standards to the mess you and I find ourselves in today. And it 
is a mess! John Piper says, at time, divorce can be even more traumatic than losing a loved one. He says 
“Death is usually clean pain. Divorce is dirty 
pain.” I am not sure I agree with that. Death is incredibly painful but divorce in some ways is 
a living death, a pain that often doesn’t get easier with time.

So, what should we do, what should we all do? I think we are called to repentance. Repent for the times 
we haven’t taken our responsibilities in marriage seriously enough. Repent for looking for the easy way 
out. Repent when we didn’t listen to the pain of others in marriage. Repent when we gave them wrong 
advice. Repent that we all have broken Jesus’ version of adultery, for we have lusted after another. We 
need to repent and ask Jesus for forgiveness.

And we need to forgive others who have sinned against us. In marriage we will need to be forgiving one 
another again and again, seventy times seven, in Jesus words. And so, if we are to forgive, we need to 
remember that God has already forgiven me again and again and so we need to draw upon the reserves of 
forgiveness he gives to us each day. Yes no one can hurt you as much as your marriage partner but you 
don’t have to walk away from them. 

There have been numerous examples in the press and in our own families where there have been affairs, 
abuse, terrible treatment from one partner to another, where the marriage bond has survived and even 
grown strong again. So, if your partner does the wrong thing, Jesus is not saying you have to divorce. If 
they repent, truly repent, you need to forgive. But please work hard so you are holding their sin over them 
for the rest of their lives.

And we need to “mingle the call to obedience with the tears of compassion” (Storms). There for the grace 
of God goes I. Sit beside the people around you who are hurting. Listen to their cries of pain. Pray for them 
in the midst of their need. Point them to Jesus Christ. And leave room for God’s grace to His work. God’s 
grace is amazing, it saved a wretch like me. And it can change a person, it can change a marriage, it can 
heal a family, it can point everyone around it the amazing grace found in the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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Because in that gospel, there was the option of a divorce. Did you know that? Because the Bible calls our 
sin, spiritual adultery. We have all walked away from our maker, our creator, our Saviour, our husband, the 
Lord God Himself. And in the book of Jeremiah, we hear that this has broken God’s heart. For God says, “I 
gave faithless Israel her certificate of divorce &  sent her away because of all her adulteries.” God was the 
innocent party when Israel and when you and I walked away from the one who has loved us with an 
everlasting love.

But fortunately for us that isn’t the end of the story. For God invented the first divorce recovery program at 
a place called Calvary. And the price for the course was one blood stained cross. Jesus paid that price for all 
of us—for you and for me— and God was the first one to go through this divorce recovery program. And 
the model he sets for his bride is the model he wants each of our marriages to look like.  

Friends, Jesus has not walked away from his bride the Church. Jesus has not abandoned us. Jesus has 
continued to hold out his love to you and me. He always is patient with us. He always cares for his Church 
& provides for her, protects her & delights in her. And you,  who are married once, married five times, or 
never married—if you repent and trust Christ—you are part of that bride. By God’s grace you have been 
saved, so live in the light of that grace with your marriage partners, yes & with all those who God has place 
around you right now.  

Song – Cling to Christ
1. Father, I can come to You

And boast of deeds I've done
In my pride I strive to earn
The favour Christ has won
He alone pleads my acceptance
All my works aside
So I come with empty hands
And I cling to Christ

2. Father, I can go astray
And battle needless fears
Voices tell me I'm condemned
And that I can't draw near
But Your Spirit calls me homeward
With Your words of life
Jesus bore my every sin
So, I cling to Christ

It's more than I can do
To keep my hold on You
But all my hope and peace
Is that You cling to me

3. Father, all my earthly aims
In time will turn to dust
Let me learn that loss is gain
For those who know Your love
All the treasures of this world
Will never satisfy
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You alone are endless joy
So, I cling to Christ

Benediction (John H)
From a verse from the closing song
“Father, I can go astray, and battle needless fears.
Voices tell me I’m condemned, and that I can’t draw near.
But your Spirit calls me homeward, with your words of life.
Jesus bore my every sin, so I cling to Christ.”

We’re going to finish our service this morning by reading the words that Paul wrote at the end
of his second letter to the Corinthians. 11  “Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, 
encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. 14  
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.” Amen

Morning Tea 
Why not give someone (who might have had to miss Church) a call and have a cuppa together? 


