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I was reading recently the story of Mark Patterson who is the stadium announcer for the 
Dairy City Soccer Stadium in Ireland. During the game, Mark Patterson has to announce to 
the crowd lots of things including the license plate numbers of cars that have parked in the 
wrong place. This one day he was getting frustrated because he had been repeatedly calling 
for the owner of this vehicle to move the car so that fans from the visiting team, some of 
whom were attempting to leave early, could exit the parking lot. And still, no one came 
forward. For a full and frustrating thirty minutes, Mark Patterson had been calling out the 
numbers over the stadium’s speaker system and then the realization finally dawned. 
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The numbers that he had been repeating for the last half hour was his own. Before him he 
had all the information he needed to fix the problem, he just hadn’t registered that he 
himself would need to do anything with that information. In short he became complacent. 

And that is where the Church of Thyatira found themselves when Jesus writes them a letter. 
They had got complacent. In many ways, the message to the church at Thyatira is the mirror 
image of the message of Christ for the church at Pergamum. Virtually the same problems 
with false teaching and sexual immorality have arisen in Thyatira as were found in the 
church in Pergamum. But this time, whereas the believers at Pergamum were given their 
first warning, the church at Thyatira is receiving a final ultimatum. Watch out! Or you will 
find yourselves in hot, hot water.

Slide 3
18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose
eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 19 I know your deeds, your 
love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did
at first.”

Jesus knows. Jesus always knows what is going on in our hearts, in our minds and in our lives
because his eyes are like blazing fire. He sees through everything. He has x-ray vision so to 
speak. There is nothing that goes on in our lives that Jesus doesn’t know about.
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I have always thought that Jesus being with me was always a double-edged sword. I love the
fact that he walks with me and knows all that I go through, that is wonderful. But him being 
with me also means he knows all my dark secrets. All the things that I work hard to hide 
from everyone else, sometimes even from myself and my conscience. But here Jesus says he
knows what is going on in Thyatira and they are full of love and faithfulness and service. 
They have grown in their faith. They are in a better position than when they first started.

I wonder if Jesus would say that about us? That we are loving and faithful. That we are 
serving and hanging in there. We are growing in godliness. That the Christian faith has really 
made a difference in my life over the last couple of years. Is that what Jesus would say to 
you and me? I know. I know that your faith has been translated into actions. Real action.
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So, it is all good is it? No the Church at Thyatira has become complacent. 20 “Nevertheless, I 
have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. By her 
teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to
idols.” You have allowed false teaching into the Church. And she is teaching you the wrong 
stuff. She is putting the wrong fuel in your car & that is why it is beginning to splutter. 
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In the OT Jezebel was married to king Ahab and over time she turned his heart away from 
God. He shouldn’t have married someone who wasn’t going to uphold Israel’s faith but he 
did the wrong thing. And then he allowed her influence to grow. And that was disastrous for
the people of God. And the people of Thyatira have allowed another Jezebel to join them. 
And the error is not that a Jezebel has come into the Church, not everyone within a local 
Church is a believer. The problem is that she is tolerated and followed. 
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Because the church tolerated her sin and her deceptions, because the church would not 
draw boundaries and practice loving, pleading, but firm and faithful church discipline, the 
warnings Christ apparently gave to Jezebel and to her followers went unheeded. 21 “I have 
given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 22 So I will cast her on a bed 
of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they
repent of her ways. 23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am 
he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds.”

Its pretty serious stuff. If there is no repentance. If they don’t remove her from their 
fellowship there will be suffering, a bed of suffering, intense suffering. There will be death, 
some of her followers will die, spiritually yes, maybe even physically as well. And everyone 
will get what they deserve to get.
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Now none of us want to get what we deserve to get. I found myself in trouble a few weeks 
back and I found myself praying Lord give me mercy not justice. I need your mercy. Now 
when others do the wrong thing to me, I can find myself asking for justice but when I am in 
the dock I will always want mercy. Because I know I am a sinner, I know that I constantly do 
things wrong. And so when Jesus says to the people of Thyatira I will give them what they 
deserve, I know if they are anything like me, it won’t be a pretty sight. 
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24 “Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have 
not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden on 
you, 25 except to hold on to what you have until I come.’”

Do you see what is happening in the Church of Thyatira, there are two patterns taking place.
Progress and regress. Moving forward and falling back. Success in bearing fruit and failure to
follow through. Or maybe they have had their success, they have had their period of growth 
& they have become complacent. Its hard to discipline someone in the Church who is a part 
of you. It’s easier to just let it slide. Deadly complacency leads to dangerous compromise.
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The people of Pergamum were facing this compromise for the first time and were being 
warned to not go down that path. But the people of Thyatira had not heeded Jesus first 
warnings. And if they didn’t shake off their complacency. If they didn’t wake up. If they 
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didn’t soon realise that the ground announcer needed to listen to what he was actually 
saying to others then they would be in big, big trouble. 
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But as always with Jesus there is hope. There is a chance of repentance. There is a promise 
that Jesus will still give them grace and mercy. He will love the sinner even if he hates the 
sin. So the letter to Thyatira ends with these words. 26 ”To the one who is victorious and does 
my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations— 27 that one ‘will rule them with an 
iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like pottery’—just as I have received authority from
my Father. 28 I will also give that one the morning star. 29 Whoever has ears, let them 
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

Those who remain faithful to the end will rule the nations. They will take a position in the 
kingdom of God as Jesus draws the history of the world towards its final conclusion. Satan’s 
strongholds will fall, opposition will not stand, the kingdom of grace will prevail, false 
teachers will be rooted out. Sometimes it will be slowly like a seed in the ground and at 
other times it will happen in a rush. 

But wake up. Don’t get complacent. We have a role in being salt and light to the world. We 
don’t want to kick back and just enjoy ourselves, for the time is short. You have made 
progress in the past, so keep on keeping on. Shine like a star in a crooked & perverse 
generation as you hold forth the Word of life. For if we do that, you will also be given the 
morning star.
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The morning star,” writes one commentator, “usually appears at the darkest point of the 
night, about two or three o’clock in the morning. It usually emerges at that point when the 
night is as dark as it’s going to get. When it appears there is no sign of the dawn, but when it
appears, very faint and small at first, you know that the night cannot withstand the dawn. 
It’s just a matter of time until the dawn wipes the night away.” And in chapter 22 of the 
book of Revelation at verse 26, Jesus calls Himself the bright morning star. He’s the morning 
star! You see what He’s saying to the church in Thyatira? I am giving myself to you. No 
matter how dark it is, if you trust in me, my light will come to chase away your darkness.
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Friends don’t compromise at school or at work or in relationships or in your faith. Give 
yourself fully to him. Grow in your faith. Fill up your heart with his love. Serve and persevere
it will be worth it in the end. Jesus knows all about us. As a Church and as an individual. So 
have ears to hear. Don’t be like the announcer and think the message is for someone else. It
is for you and for me. And it’s dangerous to compromise. Its deadly to be complacent. But 
its delightful to hear what Christ says and put it into our hearts and follow its instructions.


