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One of the great stories from ancient history is the Greek’s capture of the city of Troy from 
their rivals Sparta. They had been trying for 10 years to besiege the city but with no success. 
Until they came up with a radical plan. Odysseus, the king of Greece built a huge wooden 
horse and had his warriors hide inside of it. He placed it outside the gates of Troy and then 
had the whole of the Greek army sail away. The Trojans thought that the Greeks had finally 
given up and had left them this parting gift and so brought the horse inside their gates.
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But that night while the Trojans were sleeping, the Greek ships quietly returned. And the 
soldiers inside the wooden horse slipped out and opened the city gates. The Greek army 
quietly entered Troy and defeated their strong foes. But the story of the Trojan horse and 
the fall of Troy has come to represent the weakness of letting your enemy come within your 
gates. But that is exactly what happened to both the Churches of Pergamum and Thyatira. 

While they were successful in stopping Satan from destroying the Church through 
persecution they became susceptible to Satan through dangerous compromise & deadly 
complacency. Let’s now look at the third letter to the Churches of Asia this one to 
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1. The Church of Pergamum (verses 12-17)

12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the 
sharp, double-edged sword. 13 I know where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you 
remain true to my name.”
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To the angel or messenger or pastor of the Church in Pergamum. A Church that is living 
where Satan has his throne. Wow that would be a dangerous place to have a Church 
wouldn’t it? And Pergamum was a dangerous place to be a Christian. For towering over the 
city, rising some 2,000 feet over the homes and businesses of its citizens was a sacred 
mountain whose slopes were covered with temples. The temple to Asclepius, the god of 
healing, was there. Also a mighty temple dedicated to Zeus the Saviour was up on that 
mountain as well. And a temple dedicated to Caesar, considered a god was in that city as 
well.

To live in Pergamum was literally to live under the shadow of the worship of false gods. It’s a
dark place, steeped in pagan idolatry. Quite simply it is where Satan lives. And yet miracle 
upon miracle, Jesus Christ has set up a Church in the middle of Satan’s lair. Right under his 
nose. Right next to the gates of hell, at is were, is this living, vibrant community of Christ’s 
followers. There is a lampstand shedding light in the darkness. And Satan doesn’t like it, one 
little bit. 
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So he attacks it through persecution just like he did to the Church at Smyrna. 13 “I know 
where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not 
renounce your faith in me, not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put 
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to death in your city—where Satan lives.”

It has been truly difficult for the Church at Pergamum. One of their own Antipas has been 
killed because of his faith. And I am sure that sent shivers down the spines of all his Christian
brothers and sisters. Are we going to be the next ones taken? Will we lose our lives as well? 
But they didn’t give in, they didn’t yield an inch, they remained true to Jesus’ name. They 
didn’t renounce their faith in him. They took everything that Satan hurled at them.

So Satan changes his tact. All out assault is not working. Besieging the Church isn’t causing 
them to wave the white flag, so Satan tries to get inside their defences. He sends them a 
trojan horse filled with the false teaching of the Nicolaitans and of Balaam from the OT.
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14 “Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among you who hold to the 
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate food 
sacrificed to idols and committed sexual immorality. 15 Likewise, you also have those who 
hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.” 

If persecution doesn’t work, Satan thinks how about I get the Church compromise on food 
and sex. So like Balaam in the OT who was a prophet of God but who also led the people of 
God astray so that instead they spent their time in an orgy of food, drink and sex so the 
Nicolaitans, whoever they are, seemed to have been telling the Christians in Pergamum you 
can believe in God, that’s OK but you don’t want to miss out on the good things, in life, the 
really good things in live. Why not have your cake and eat it as well. Why not believe in God,
yes do that on a Sunday, but also do what you want to do throughout the week as well.
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You Christians, join in with the crowd, don’t stand out from everyone else and if you do that 
the people around you won’t hate you as much. Actually they will like you. But if you say no 
to the morals of the society, if you don’t join them when they are having feasts and getting 
drunk, you will be weird, you will seem too religious. So if you can’t beat em, join em.

And this compromise seems to work. And it is like one bad apple has been put in a box of 
good apples. And friends when that happens the bad apple doesn’t get good but rather the 
good apples get bad. In this case Satan gets better results from compromise than 
persecution. And it is a danger that we still face today.

We might not live where Satan has his throne but we do live in a society that has turned it 
backs on God and is getting darker and darker. And on our phones and our computers we 
have access to the internet which has some truly wonderful places to visit as well as some 
dark and dangerous sites. And in the media and through advertising we are bombarded with
messages that tell us that we should be able to have whatever we want. You are worth it. 
You are free. No one should stop you from getting what you deserve, no-one. And when we 
see that in movies, hear that in songs & are surrounded by it on social media it is easy to 
begin to compromise.

Why come to Church when you can earn money at a job at the same time? Yes believe in 
god but make sure you get ahead at work as well. Why believe the bibles teaching on 
leaving sex for marriage, why not have a bit of fun, God is against love and fun is he? Don’t 
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get too serious about your faith and pray each day or read the bible, keep your options 
open. Yes God exists but there is no such thing as true truth, it is just one truth out there of 
many. So Jesus is a good guy but he is not the only way to God.
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Compromise is more subtle. It sneaks under our radar. Like a Trojan horse we open 
ourselves up to its truths and then suddenly we find ourselves in big trouble, in trouble with 
God Himself. Satan, Sex and then the Sword. 16 “Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon 
come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.”

Who is yielding the sword? It is Jesus himself.  The one who has the sharp, double edged 
sword coming out of his mouth. This sword of judgement is coming, it is coming on the 
whole world. And if we don’t repent, we are going to have to face it. Face God. Face 
judgement. He is proud that the people of Pergamum have remained true to his name but 
he is also angry that they are now compromising their faith. 

But they can escape this judgement if they repent. Actually if they repent Jesus himself will 
pay the cost of that sin. He will bear the judgement. For he has borne the judgement on the 
cross. He was separated from the father. He had the sins of the world on his shoulder, he 
went to hell, so that we don’t need to go to hell. So if the people of Pergamum repent they 
don’t get the sword but instead they receive what the Spirit is saying to them. 
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17 “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is 
victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna.” I will give you the food that truly satisfies. I
will give you the water of live that your bodies and souls were made to live on. “I will also 
give that person a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to the one who 
receives it.” I will give you the white stone that was the equivalent of the ticket to the 
biggest event going on in town. And I will give you a name that is between just you and me.
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Elizabeth Elliott was introduced as “Betty” once before she spoke at a meeting. She turned 
to the one introducing her & said, “My name is Elizabeth. The only one who calls me Betty is
my husband Jim.” You get it. There is an intimacy that she had with one other & a name that
she responded to from one other. And we have that same sort of intimacy with Jesus. If we 
repent, hang on, if we no longer give into compromise, he will give us a name just for us. 

For he knows us better than even we know ourselves. He knows what will bring us joy and 
happiness and fulfilment. And if we listen to what he says, he will give us that. Which means
there is no need to compromise, no desire to get what we can now in case we are going to 
miss out in the future. Jesus knows where we live. He knows when we remain true and he 
wants us not to go down the path, the wrong paths of compromise. He wants us to stay 
close to him no matter what. 
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Tim Keller, the pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in NY used to always stay around 
after Church and invite people to ask him questions, particularly about the sermon. One 
Sunday a woman asked him, “I have been coming to Redeemer for about four Sundays. I 
love what I am hearing, and I want to become a member here. But I have a question. Do I 
need to give up my lesbian relationship in order to become a member?”
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All eyes in the group turned and looked at the lady. Then, all eyes in the group turned and 
look at Tim Keller. How would he answer this question? Keller answered her as follows, 
“Actually, I think you are asking the wrong question. The question you need to ask is this: Is 
Jesus Christ who he claims to be? You see, if Jesus is God, and if he is the Savior of sinners, 
then when I surrender my life to him, I don’t come and bargain with him. I surrender 
everything in my life to his Lordship, and I do what he says.”
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Do you get it? Don’t compromise. Don’t say what can I keep from my old life and what do I 
have to give up to get a new life. Don’t bargain with God. Say to him. You are my Lord, my 
boss. I will do whatever you say. I will remain true to your name, no matter what is thrown 
at me. I believe in you 100% because I realise Satan is not in control, my friends are not in 
control, society is not in control but God is in control. And so I want to be known by that 
God and the way to do that is to trust in what God has done for me through Jesus.


