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Sunday December 13, 2020  
Service for Swansea & Charlestown Presbyterian Church  

 

Welcome & Prayer (Jon B) 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. This morning we continue our 
series on the Church. I wonder how you would respond if someone called you ‘a fool’? My guess is that 
you’d be pretty upset! But what about if they called you a fool for Christ’s sake? Would you still be upset? 
There is no need to be. The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but for us who 
are being saved it is the power of God (1 Cor. 1:18). This is God’s wisdom. He chose the weak to shame the 
strong. He chose the low things over the high things. Suffering before glory. And so, for us who follow Jesus 
we expect to suffer now. We expect to be treated badly. Like the disciples we should count it joy to suffer 
for the sake of His name.  
 
Let’s begin with prayer that God would give us a deeper understanding of the cross today: Lord, your 
wisdom revealed in the gospel is astounding. The cross which is the ultimate sign of weakness and 
suffering is your power to save us and bring us to glory. Lord forgive us for wanting the glory without the 
suffering. For wanting an easy comfortable life over a costly one. For often complaining about our trials 
rather than counting them joy. Forgive us for despising the cross in this way. Give us the mind of Christ and 
help us to humble ourselves. Help us to crucify the flesh. Fill us with joy as we follow our Master. Help us 
to see that everything we need for life and salvation is found in Christ. And make us to boast in him alone 
in His name we pray. Amen 
 

Song – Sooner count the starshttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nw_VAnvAyvs 

Song – How great thou art https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cc0QVWzCv9k 
 

Bible Reading – 1 Corinthians 4:1-8 (NIV) 
4 This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the mysteries 
God has revealed. 2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 3 I care 
very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. 4 My conscience 
is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. 5 Therefore judge nothing before 
the appointed time; wait until the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will 
expose the motives of the heart. At that time each will receive their praise from God.6 Now, brothers and 
sisters, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the 
meaning of the saying, ‘Do not go beyond what is written.’ Then you will not be puffed up in being a 
follower of one of us over against the other. 7 For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you 
have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not? 8 Already 
you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You have begun to reign – and that without us! How 
I wish that you really had begun to reign so that we also might reign with you! 

 
Announcements  

• Church. From TODAY we will be able to double our capacity for each of our services – 49 at 
Swansea and just over a 100 for Charlestown. And we will be able to sing if we have a mask! What 
great news. Over the coming weeks we will reconsider our approach to registering, paper and 
interactive services. If you have any thoughts about keeping these things or dropping them please 
talk to one of the elders. 

• Face masks. Currently the NSW State government strongly recommended that people wear Face 
masks if they attend places of worship but stopped short from saying you had to wear face masks. 
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We would strongly recommend that you do wear Face masks in church at the current time. There 
will be some washable facemasks available from the back of the Church if you would like one. 

• Prayer meetings. Don’t forget we now have just one prayer meeting for the church, each Monday 
at 7m on ZOOM. https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89793950885 

• Focus for December – Christmas. After an incredibly difficult year how can we point people to the 
hope of our Saviour this Christmas time? One way is to invite them along to our Christmas services. 
With the easing of NSW regulations as to the size of our services means we are now going to have 
the following services 

o Christmas Eve  6pm  Charlestown 
o Christmas Day  8:00am Swansea 

9:30am Charlestown 
We will need to register for these services and we want to leave some spaces for the community 
who might just turn up on Christmas day. To that end you might consider coming on Christmas Eve? 

• Church Camp. Session has decided not to go away next year for the church camp. At this stage we 
are planning to have a teaching weekend based in Charlestown in its place. More details to come. 

• Lords Supper will be celebrated today at Sunday @ 6 service. 

• A Christmas message to our missionaries. If you think that you have had a hard year then spend a 
moment in thought for our missionaries who have been away from family and friends ministering 
on our behalf in a very difficult environment. One way we could encourage them is for us to send 
them a Christmas card or email saying thank you. What if everyone chose one of our four 
missionaries and sent them card? What a difference that would make! 

• School Holidays. From next week many of our regular activities in our Church will stop due to NSW 
School Holidays, including Kids Church, Playgroup and Home Groups. We then can have a well-
earned rest until February next year when everything will start up again. Many thanks to all our 
volunteers who have given so much of their time this year, it was very much appreciated! 

 

Kids Talk – Quizworx 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1I5bmVhdfgnOV--tnG4JOeOrbuwGcwYUn 

Song – Never Alone  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Szt_mhhj2Q 
 

Prayer Points 
Pray for the country of Ethiopia (Population 32 million, Christians 3 million) The Malaysian Constitution 
defines ‘Malay’ as a follower of Islam. Christians are often monitored, intimidated and harassed. Professing 
faith means risking expulsion from the community, the losing custody of children or becoming subject to 
media smear campaigns. Pray for secret believers to be able to meet and be encouraged to remain faithful 
to Jesus. Pray that believers will engage and share the gospel with their Muslim friends, families and 
neighbours. Pray for courage and wisdom for church leaders who risk harassment and abduction. 
COVID -19. Pray for the mental health of those who are struggling with lockdown (hard or soft) throughout 
the world. Pray for those who are isolated from family and friends who need this support especially at the 
moment 
Pray for our small groups. Praise God for a great year of learning. Pray that as we take a break from 
meeting weekly that we can use the time for personal study and reflection on the passage preached each 
week.   
Pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the Wee Waa Church as they receive the hampers put 
together by our people. Pray for Ean as he represents us and travels to and from Wee Waa. 
Pray for the debate over the conversion laws going through the Victorian parliament. Pray that Christians 
might continue to have the chance to pray with, counsel and support people as they go through critical 
identity issues in their lives 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89793950885
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Bible Reading – 1 Corinthians 4:9-21 (NIV) 
 9 For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like those 
condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well as 
to human beings. 10 We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! 
You are honoured, we are dishonoured! 11 To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are 
brutally treated, we are homeless. 12 We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; 
when we are persecuted, we endure it; 13 when we are slandered, we answer kindly. We have become the 
scum of the earth, the garbage of the world – right up to this moment. 14 I am writing this not to shame you 
but to warn you as my dear children. 15 Even if you had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have 
many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 16 Therefore I urge you to imitate 
me. 17 For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will 
remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach everywhere in every church. 

18 Some of you have become arrogant, as if I were not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you very soon, if 
the Lord is willing, and then I will find out not only how these arrogant people are talking, but what power 
they have. 20 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power. 21 What do you prefer? Shall I 
come to you with a rod of discipline, or shall I come in love and with a gentle spirit? 
 

Sermon – A garbage tip of rubbish! https://youtu.be/Xe0ER_Ldl3A 

Heinz Kuluke went from a Professor of Philosophy in his native Germany to a garbage hunter in the 
Philippines. Now that’s not particularly upwardly mobile is it? But he did it for a reason. He wanted to 
reach the people of Cebu in the Philippines who live, actually live, on the garbage dump for Christ.  

Slide 2 
You see the poorest of the poor in that place live on the garbage dump. There are about 625 families in all 
who survive by digging with their bare hands to find anything of value. They fill their sacks with plastic, 
glass, metal and all sorts of rubbish. When they fill a hamper, they receive three pesos, a dollar or so in 
return. And with that they can buy rice to survive. So, they live on the tip, pregnant women give birth in 
and around the tip and so that is where you will find Heinz Kuluke. 

Slide 3 
When he first arrived, Heinz wondered how he could reach these people for Christ. So, after delivering his 
philosophy classes at the university he rode his motorcycle, following a garbage truck that took him to one 
of the city’s 4 dumps. He took a backpack full of medical equipment and began to treat the children 
working there. But they were suspicious of him.  
 
So, after a while he changed tact. Just like everyone else he took a hook and started collecting recyclable 
materials. But he was hopeless at it. And after a number of days the children in particular felt sorry for him 
and helped him to fill his basket. They taught him how to scrounge. Heinz decided to then move to the 
dump and since then he has shared with them their food, diseases, hobbies and Jesus. 

Slide 4 
Now I don’t know about you but that is one of the most remarkable stories I have ever heard. Imagine the 
world being your oyster and you choose to live among the discarded oyster shells. Imagine leaving your 
home, your country, your lifestyle, literally everything to reach the lost for Christ. It’s staggering. But isn’t 
that a picture of Jesus? Leaving heaven to come to earth? Leaving a perfect relationship with God to fill his 
life with imperfect relationships with others? And he is calling us today to take up our cross and follow him. 
 
In 1 Cor 4, the apostle Paul is urging the Corinthian Church to imitate him as he models for them the way of 
life in Christ Jesus. And we are going to see that for Paul that means being a servant, a spectacle, slandered 
& scorned. He was even willing to become the scum of the earth. For those steps are the solution to the 

https://youtu.be/Xe0ER_Ldl3A
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Corinthians biggest problem. You see they were overtaken by the sin of pride & to such a major problem, a 
radical solution is proposed 

Slide 5 
And you and I need to understand that we have the very same problem. Pride. We think we are pretty 
good. Look at us. We have good jobs. Nice clothes. Comfortable homes. Skills and abilities. And we believe 
in Jesus. We are children of God. Chosen before the creation of the world. Really, we are doing pretty well 
for ourselves, aren’t we? 

Slide 6 
But have we fallen for the worst sin there is? Pride. CS Lewis once said “According to Christian teachers, the 
essential vice, the utmost evil, is Pride. Unchastely, anger, greed, drunkenness, and all that, are mere flea 
bites in comparison: it was through Pride that the devil became the devil: Pride leads to every other vice: it 
is the complete anti-God state of mind…it is Pride which has been the chief cause of misery in every nation 
and every family since the world began.” 

Slide 7 
Elsewhere Lewis said this devastating statement. “As long as you are proud you cannot know God. A proud 
man is always looking down on things and people: and, of course, as long as you are looking down, you 
cannot see something that is above you.” 
 
Now the Corinthian church were proud. Just look at some of the words that Paul uses to describe them in 
this chapter. In verses 3-5 he critiques the way they judge others. And we only judge others if in some way 
we think we are better than them. In verse 6 he warns them they are getting puffed up, too big for their 
boots. And in verse 18, he describes them as arrogant in attitude and in talk. So, what is the solution to 
pride? Remembering they are 

Slide 8 
1. Servants (verse 1-5) 

The way Paul deals with the pride issue in his own life is that he continually reminds himself of who he is. 
“This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the mysteries 
God has revealed. 2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.” 
 
Yes, Paul is an apostle, an evangelist, a Church planter, someone who at this very moment is writing 
Scripture, writing the word of God that will help shape the people of Corinth, the people of Lake 
Macquarie, the people all over the world. But really all he is, is a servant of Christ! Someone that has been 
entrusted with a task. Someone who needs to be faithful. 

Slide 9 
For Heinz Kuluke being a missionary, a professor of philosophy was never going to make one iota of 
difference to the people that God was calling him to minister to. So, he moved in with them, worked with 
them, in order to serve them. What a way to break the grip of pride in your life! To live on the garbage tip. 
To get tips on collecting a dollar’s worth of rubbish from the 7-10-year olds that are working there.  
 
But maybe Paul is onto something here. I find it hard to serve some people and I find it harder when I do 
that and they treat me as a servant. There are people in the Church that I find hard to serve, there are 
people in my family and in my community that I don’t always want to serve. But to serve God I have to 
learn to stop serving myself. And to stop serving myself I need to remember who I am. I like Paul am a 
servant. And I like the Corinthians are  

Slide 10 
2. Also a Sovereign (verses 6-8) 

8 “Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You have begun to reign – and that 
without us! How I wish that you really had begun to reign so that we also might reign with you!” 
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You see by becoming children of God, the Corinthians were not just slaves. They’re going to inherit all the 
good things that God has promised to give to his children. They will one day 
reign with Christ. They will help judge the world. They will access riches that are beyond  
imagination. They will eventually live in a place where the streets will be lined with gold. 
 
That’s what God’s promises to give his chosen ones. That’s our destiny as Christians. And the Corinthians 
are so taken by the riches of the gospel they have begun to think that they have already arrived. They have 
already made it. If they already have God’s Holy Spirit, if they already have access to all of the spiritual 
gifts. If they already have been forgiven and now possess the righteousness of Jesus Christ then there is no 
need to live in the garbage tip any longer. Let’s move right into the palace! 

Slide 11 
In the words of the theologian, they have an over realised eschatology. They think that everything that God 
has promised his people should be enjoyed right here, right now. Its heaven on earth. It’s your best life 
now. A life of blessing not suffering. Riches not poverty. Healing not pain. 

Slide 12 
Now that was something that was valued at the time in Roman culture. And it is something that is still 
valued today. We don’t want to live on the garbage dump any longer, a relationship with Christ should take 
me away from all of that. Lift me up out of the mire and the muck. Give me the life that I have always 
desired. And yes, one day that might be true. One day our old bodies will be made completely new. A new 
heaven and earth will be brought about out of the ashes of the old ones. And yes, we get a taste of some 
of those things now. But we don’t get to eat the whole meal, not just yet. 

Slide 13 
And besides how did we get to the spot where we are now sons of God, sovereigns helping rule the world. 
Verse 6. “Now, brothers and sisters, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so 
that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, ‘Do not go beyond what is written.’ Then you will 
not be puffed up in being a follower of one of us over against the other.” 
 
If Paul is applying his teaching to himself and Apollos for their own benefit then the Corinthians need to 
study what is happening to their fellow Christians. Paul isn’t reigning at present, he is suffering. He is being 
slandered and scorned. And so, they should study the example of others and submit to the rule of 
Scripture. Don’t go beyond what is written. God is not promising that once you become a Christian life is 
full of just joy and peace. 

Slide 14 
7 “For who makes you different from anyone else? (Why are you a special case? Why would you get 
something from God that no one else seems to be getting?) What do you have that you did not receive? 
(Wait a second everything you currently have was given to you by grace. It wasn’t because you earned it. 
Or because you are better than anyone else. It’s due to God’s grace) “And if you did receive it, why do you 
boast as though you did not?” 
 
There is no need to boast, no need to be proud. Because everything good you have was given to you by a 
gracious God. So, you are no better than your neighbour. You haven’t done anything more worthy than 
your non-Christian family member. For yes you are sons & daughters of God but you are still slaves of God. 
You are both a servant and a sovereign. 

Slide 15 
So how do we live such a double life? What should get the priority? Well in Philippians 2, Paul says 5 “In 
your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
 being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to death – even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and 
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gave him the name that is above every name,” 
 
You get it? Jesus was both servant and sovereign. And if we are going to be like him then we are to humble 
ourselves. We take to our pride with a big stick and serve others. And then let God lift us up. Let God look 
after the rewards. Let God work out all the rest of the stuff. 

Slide 16 
Pride can overtake us even as Christians. We can treat ourselves as the most important person of all but 
that is not what our master Jesus did. He showed us the way to fight our pride. He came down to the 
rubbish tip of this world and he lived among those you had made a complete hash of their lives. Jesus 
knows how to keep our feet on the ground. Jesus shows us how not to be too big for our boots. Yes, we 
are sovereigns & servants but Paul now wants to remind us that when we live out the Christian life it is also  

Slide 17 
3. A spectacle (verse 9-12) 

9 “For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like those 
condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well as 
to human beings.” 

 
You see when the Greeks were in power, the theatres were filled with plays and speeches. But when the 
Romans dislodged the Greeks as the top dogs in the region, people came to the theatre to watch men fight 
with men, women fight with women, even people fight with wild animals. This was hand to hand conduct. 
It was a fight for your life. And many of the people who fought this way to entertain the masses were 
soldiers who had been captured in one of the many wars that the Romans were fighting in. 

Slide 18 
These captured soldiers would be paraded through the streets and led to the colosseum to face death at 
the hand of a gladiator or a wild beast. And Paul is saying that he is not in the box seats watching the 
arena, he is the one who is in the arena fighting for his life. And the whole world is watching, actually the 
whole universe is watching, angels included. Watching how we are conducting ourselves. 
 
Imagine that? The people around us are watching us. The world is watching us. The whole universe is 
watching us.  And what do they see when they look at you and me?  

Slide 19 
10 “We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are 
honoured, we are dishonoured! 11 To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are 
brutally treated, we are homeless. 12 We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; 
when we are persecuted, we endure it; 13 when we are slandered, we answer kindly.”  
 
What do they see? They see us weak. They see how foolish we are. They see how vulnerable  
we are, how desperate we are, how hopeless we are. And yet they see the work we are trying to do. They 
see that we don’t treat people the way they are treating us. They see in our words and actions grace, 
kindness and forgiveness. 
 
During WW2 the Anglican Bishop of Singapore was imprisoned by the Japanese and was repeatedly beaten 
by his guards but each time he consciously forgave them. Years later the bishop baptised and confirmed 
one of his torturers, so moved had he been by the forgiveness shown to him.  

Slide 20 
Isn’t that the example of Jesus? Reviled by the Romans. Persecuted by the Jews. Vilified by the Sanhedrin. 
Abused by the crowds. Abandoned by the disciples. And yet on his mouth were words of blessing. Were 
gentle words of hope. “Father forgive them they don’t know what they do.” 
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And that’s the example that Paul has given to the Corinthians Church to follow and for us to follow. Paul 
did not need to work with his own hands, he could have got others to support him. But he still is up every 
night making tents, using his skills with leather work, working with his hands so that he wouldn’t be a 
burden to others.  
 
Imagine that. Someone would pay your expenses so that you didn’t have to work and you choose to work 
anyway to model the life of Christ. You could be a celebrity preacher, a rock star but you chose instead to 
be a blue-collar worker to serve the people around you. You could live a comfortable existence but for the 
sake of the gospel you choose to live on a garbage heap. 

Slide 21 
That’s one way to deal with our pride isn’t it? To put yourself in a situation where you are a spectacle for 
the whole world. Someone who will be laughed at, treated with scorn and derision, a fool. But Christ’s fool. 
God’s servant. Someone that relies upon Him and him alone. In the words of Warren Wiersbe “Strength 
that knows itself as strength is weakness but weakness that knows itself as weakness is strength.” 

Slide 22 
4. A servant, a sovereign, a spectacle and fourthly scum. 

“We have become the scum of the earth, the garbage of the world – right up to this moment.” Scum, 
garbage, rubbish. Wow that is going to help our church grow isn’t it? Come to our Church and you will be 
treated like garbage. Like potatoes peels that are thrown out. Like the dregs of the coffee cup. Like 
leftovers on the BBQ plate, like the burnt remains on a frying pan. 

Slide 23 
But that’s how the Christian will be treated like at times. And we are beginning to see that again in our 
society. We are not respected for what we do in our society any more, we are vilified. Because we dare to 
say things about how God’s wants us to live, how we should control our sexual urges, how we need to 
point people to the one and only saviour Jesus. And that means we are dangerous. That means we are the 
scum of the earth. When I first began in the ministry it was a high calling now people think I am wasting my 
life. 
 
And you are wasting your time coming to Church today. And you are stupid giving up your Friday night for 
the youth. And you are crazy to go up and talk to that person that no one else wants to talk to. And besides 
you should spend that money not on the Church and its ministry but on a decent holiday or a new car. 
Take don’t give. Enjoy don’t restrain. Be sovereigns not servants. Be sons not slaves. 
 
You see the values this world has are just so different to the values that the word has. And sometimes even 
different to those you worship with have. Why serve others when you can get others to serve you? Why be 
treated as garbage when you can have honour and respect? Why make costly sacrifices when you can just 
walk by on the other side of the road and get to where you want to get in this life? 

Slide 24 
Why? Pauls wants us to understand that is only in true humility that we topple self from the throne. Self is 
ejected from the driver’s seat of our own lives and instead, Jesus Christ is set up behind the wheel. He 
drives the engine of our lives by His Word. So, we are not to go beyond what is written. 
 
A servant is no greater than his master. And our master Jesus became the scum of the earth to bring us the 
riches of his glory. Our big brother Paul went without food and clothing and was brutally treated so that 
the good news of Jesus might make it around the world. Our parents prayed for us, our Sunday school 
teachers sacrificed for us, our friends gave up their time for us, our forefathers built the Church for us so 
that we might realise that all that we have was given to us by grace.  
 
And if we want to live the life of faith we need to deal severely with our pride. We need to find ways of 
serving others who maybe should be serving us. We need to have a willingness to suffer and to be made a 
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spectacle of, to be scorned and slandered, even to be treated like scum. Because that is how they treated 
our Saviour Jesus. And we want to follow Jesus. 

Slide 25 
And we don’t want pride to get in the way of our response to Jesus. For in the words of John Stott we 
know “that pride is our greatest enemy and humility is our greatest friend”. 

Slide 26 
In the words of commentator David Prior, “for people like the Corinthians who are concerned for their own 
status, reputation and popularity, authentic Christian ministry is immensely difficult to accept, let alone 
embrace.” But for those who are followers of the Christ of Christian ministry then we hand over the driving 
of our lives to Jesus & he will drive us along the road of the best life possible. The life God has planned for 
us all along. 

Slide 27 
Missionary Jim Elliot once famously said, “He is no fool who gives us what he cannot keep to gain what he 
cannot lose.” And a few years later he gave up his life for the sake of the people that he went to minister 
to. But he didn’t lose what God had in store for him. And so, like Elliot, like Heinz, like Paul, like Jesus we 
might seem to be foolish, even to some the scum of the earth but in God’s eyes we are his sons and 
daughters and one day we will reign with him in heaven. 

Slide 28 
Our world wants us all to be upwardly mobile. The word wants us to be downwardly mobilised. Which way 
are we going to choose to go today? Which way are you heading? Looking down with pride at the people 
around us or looking up with humility and the God who has saved us and is in the process of changing us?  

 
Song – Brother let me be your servant. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kf-Rkwz5skA 

 
Song – Servants of the Gospel https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efUcfkEjmwE 

 
Benediction 
14 I am writing this not to shame you but to warn you as my dear children. 15 Even if you had ten thousand 
guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the 
gospel. 16 Therefore I urge you to imitate me.  
 

Morning Tea  
Our morning tea is a vital way that we give and receive fellowship during a time like this. We don’t want to 
be just consumers of Church; we want to be a part of the family of God. So why not give one or two people 
a call. Who might your ring now?  


