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March 29, 2020 

Sunday service for 29th March 2020 
 
Video – Facebook   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZgl-IWKCkg 
 
Preparation 
Before we start you might listen to 10,000 reasons.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=koD9Kx3OOqA   
 
Welcome 
Welcome to our interactive service today. Friends this week we have spent a lot of our times looking 
around us. Around us at the news. At the world. At our neighbour. At our family. Wondering what 
announcement from our Prime Minister will be next. Amazed at how quickly the virus has spread and how 
life has change. Worried about how it will affect us and our loved ones.  
 
Today we want to stop looking around and look up. We want to gain God’s perspective from his word. We 
want to draw near to God in prayer. And we want to receive wisdom, strength, hope and help from the 
God who has the whole world in his hands. 
 
In the book of 1 Peter, the apostle Peter tells us… 3 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept 
in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may 
have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your 
faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory 
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed”.  
 
Prayer. Let us pray. Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Father God, our Saviour 
Jesus, our Sanctifier Spirit, we praise you this morning for your mercy yes but also your sovereign power, 
your holiness, your wisdom, your care and concern and for your grace. You are unchangeable. You are 
constant. You are the one that we can always rely upon, we can always come to, we can always trust in. 
 
And today we need that more than ever. We can’t put our trust in our jobs because many of us are losing 
our jobs. We can’t put our trust in our bank accounts, many of them are taking a hit, we can’t put our trust 
in our health because none of us know what the future lies, we can’t even put our trust in the Church 
building because we are not even allowed to go there anymore. And we can’t put our trust in ourselves 
either. We are weak, we are vulnerable, we lack wisdom & power. We are truly sheep without a shepherd. 
 
So we come to our good shepherd today and ask for mercy. We come to our Saviour today and ask for 
forgiveness. We come to our Lord to today and ask for guidance. We come to Jesus and ask for his helping 
hand. Lord help us this day. Give us mercy. Help us to look upwards. Fill us with your hope. And be with us 
today as we come to worship you. Despite the fact that it looks different and feels different than a normal 
service may you still speak to us, may you comfort us, may you challenge us and may you again send us out 
into our world and enable us to be your disciples. May all we do today result in praise, glory and honour to 
you and we ask this in Jesus name. Amen. 
 
Songs (Charlestown) 
 Sooner count the stars  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nw_VAnvAyvs  
 Nothing that my hands can bring https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbR2qvwL-Uw 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZgl-IWKCkg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=koD9Kx3OOqA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nw_VAnvAyvs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbR2qvwL-Uw
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Song (Swansea) 
 How Great Thou Art   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cc0QVWzCv9k 

 
Bible Reading – Mark 6:30-44 
30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 31 Then, because 
so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them “Come 
with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” 32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to 
a solitary place. 33 But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and 
got there ahead of them. 34 When Jesus landed & saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because 
they were like sheep without a shepherd. So, he began teaching them many things. 35 By this time it was 
late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” they said, “& it’s already very 
late. 36 Send the people away so that they can go to the surrounding countryside & villages & buy 
themselves something to eat.” 37 But he answered, “You give them something to eat.” They said to him, 
“That would take more than half a year’s wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to 
them to eat?” 38 “How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” When they found out, they said, 
“Five—and two fish.” 39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green 
grass. 40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves & the two fish and 
looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to distribute 
to the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate & were satisfied, 43 and the 
disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread & fish. 44 The number of the men who had 
eaten was five thousand. (NIV) 
 
Announcements 

• Focus for March – Work/School. Is there a Christian approach to the COVID-19 virus that we could 
raise this week? What would we say? And what actions would speak to others about our Christian 
love, our Christian hope and about God’s mercy? Pray about your words and actions this week at 
work and at home 

• Annual Congregational Meeting. We will let things settle down for a few weeks and try to find a 
way to have this meeting some time into the future. 

• Prayer. In the midst of a once in a century event please find extra time to pray. We have started a 
regular prayer time on ZOOM each weekday at 7pm, If you need help to connect with this please 
speak to Jon.  

• Coronavirus. Life has changed incredibly quickly in the last week or so. As a Church we have 
suspended all face to face meetings of Church, committees, home groups and youth groups. But we 
are seeking to replace them with times of prayer and a desire to pastorally care. Many of us can 
remain connected through technology and we should seek to do that. But let us also be aware of 
those who struggle with modern technology and use the old-fashioned phone to keep them in 
touch. 

• Collection. If you normally gave each Sunday as the collection bag went around why not organise a 
direct deposit to our bank.  Commonwealth Kotara BSB 062 829 A/c 1019 4850 or send a cheque to 
the Church once a month to Charlestown Presbyterian Church PO Box 92, Charlestown 2290. 

• Pastoral Care. Could you please fill in the pastoral care form as soon as possible? Stephen wants to 
provide the help to all that need it and to do that he needs a form filled out for everyone over 12. If 
it is not filled in then he might need to chase you up which will be extremely time consuming. So, it 
will help you, us and him greatly if you could do this now. The most efficient way for us to process 
this information would be by; 

1. Filling in the following Google document 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdy27Gm9p35L0fDxGCVPfAcp7Q7qXpQKU
quwouZGSjec0UEEQ/viewform?usp=sf_link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cc0QVWzCv9k
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdy27Gm9p35L0fDxGCVPfAcp7Q7qXpQKUquwouZGSjec0UEEQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdy27Gm9p35L0fDxGCVPfAcp7Q7qXpQKUquwouZGSjec0UEEQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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2. If that is not possible, could you please send the answers via email to 
sktaylor1997@gmail.com   

3. If not, by text to Stephen on 0426 82 90 80.  
4. And if that is not possible, please send them in the post to Stephen @ 19 Imperial Close, 

Floraville 2280. 

• Offerings  
Offering  - Budget for February  21,864 
Offering – Actual for February  33,412 
Surplus for February    11,548 
Surplus for Jan- Feb 2020     8,455 

Both financially and attendance wise we had a great February. But we all know that we are going to 
struggle into the future. Our committee will keep you abreast of our finances each month. 
 
Family Matters 
We were planning to have Barnabas Brown’s baptism (that’s hard to say!) but we have decided against it at 
this time. We hope each week to bring some sort of family matters segment, starting from next week! 
 
Kids Song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yyqW7cGxdpg 

Kids programme If you have kids from 0-12 Suzie has sent you an email that you can use as a Home 
Kids Church! https://vimeo.com/showcase/6874412 
 
Prayer. (Jo Barlow) 
Our loving heavenly Father, we thank You that the Lord Jesus is Immanuel, God with us. Thank You that His 
Holy Spirit indwells those who are Your children, and there can be no situation where we are without His 
presence. We will be reminded in our reading today that when we are fearful, Jesus gets into the boat with 
us, and tells us to take courage. Thank You that even when we are in the midst of a storm, He is right there 
with us.  
 
And Lord, we are in a storm at present. We bring before You the situation in our world with the spread of 
the corona virus. This is an unprecedented situation in our lifetime, and indeed in the course of history, 
with the whole world being in the grip of this disease, and many of us are fearful and anxious. We know 
that the best place to come with our fears and worries is to Your throne of grace, as You have the world in 
Your hands, so we do that now.  
 
We pray for the measures that have been mandated to limit the spread of the disease in our nation and 
around the world, and ask that those measures would be effective in restricting its spread.   
 
We bring before You those who are ill, and ask that You would bring healing and comfort to them. For 
those who are severely ill, we pray there would be sufficient ICU beds and ventilators to care for them. 
Please strengthen the nursing and medical staff for the hard work and long hours of caring for them, and 
protect them from developing the illness themselves. We especially pray for Liz Trethewey as she cares for 
affected children at John Hunter hospital – for her safety, and for strength and energy. 
 
We pray for the families who have lost loved ones, that You would comfort them.  For those who are 
unable to hold funerals with many family or friends present, we ask that they would still experience the 
support of others by other means. We pray that new treatments would be developed, and in particular we 
ask that an effective vaccine would soon be available.  
 

mailto:sktaylor1997@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yyqW7cGxdpg
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6874412
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Lord, we ask for ourselves to have wisdom in knowing how to live in these changed circumstances. For 
those working from home, we pray they would balance their lives well and help them in caring for children 
and elderly parents. We pray that families might be drawn closer together as they spend time with each 
other, and that You would help them to have creative ways to share around Your Word and in prayer. 
 
We ask that we might be good neighbours who care for others in the community, and consider their needs, 
not just our own. Thank you for the way our church has come together in online prayer already and we ask 
that we might continue to do this. When we have opportunity to speak to others who are fearful and don’t 
yet know Jesus as their Lord and Saviour, we ask that You would give us the words to present His claims on 
their lives, clearly and lovingly.  
 
Father, we pray for the nation of Iran, where Christians face intense persecution from their own 
government, any many flee as a result.  For those who convert, we pray for the men who may be tortured 
or given long prison sentences, and the women who may be imprisoned, forced to marry Muslim men or 
lose custody of their children.  Please protect those believers, and help them stay strong in their faith even 
in the midst of such atrocities.  
 
Lord, we pray for Hog Harbour Presbyterian Church in Vanuatu, with the loss of their elder John Turan after 
complications from a fall. Lord, we pray that his family and the church community would experience Your 
comfort and presence at this difficult time. 
 
We pray for our Kid’s church children and youth, and ask that we would find creative ways of teaching 
about Jesus during this time we are unable to meet physically.   
 
For our church leaders, our ministers, elders and committee of management, we pray Your wisdom during 
this time as they make decisions related to our church.  Thank You for the extra time and work they have 
been putting in, and we ask for an extra measure of Your strength so they would not become weary.  Help 
each of us to support them in prayer and practical ways as we are able. 
 
Father, thanks that in the midst of this time when we are apart physically, we are still able to draw 
together through the means of prayer – please help us to keep all matters in perspective because we are 
looking at them through the lens of Your loving care for us. We pray in Jesus’ incomparable name, Amen. 
 
Bible Reading – Mark 6:45-56 
45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he 
dismissed the crowd. 46 After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray. 47 Later that night, the 
boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 48 He saw the disciples straining at the oars, 
because the wind was against them. Shortly before dawn he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was 
about to pass by them, 49 but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They 
cried out, 50 because they all saw him and were terrified. Immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take 
courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 51 Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They 
were completely amazed, 52 for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened. 
53 When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored there. 54 As soon as they got out of 
the boat, people recognized Jesus. 55 They ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to 
wherever they heard he was. 56 And wherever he went—into villages, towns or countryside—they placed 
the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who 
touched it were healed.  (NIV) 
 
Song. 
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Last week we learnt a new song today based on Psalm 130. We might have a try at singing today 
I will wait for you (Psalm 130).  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_eJUqY_6tqo 

 
Sermon.   The Lord is My Shepherd 
Video found on   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCJLViLNh78 
I read a while back a story about Kerry Packer, doing some Christmas shopping and apparently, he wanders 
into the dinnerware department of David Jones & he orders their whole stock of Limoge Dinnerware. 
Which were worth a few thousand dollars a set. And he buys one set for each of his personal staff and 
there is an awful lot of them. He takes all their stock in the store and all their stock in their warehouse. 
But… but he has no money on him & no ID.  
 
Now he looks like Kerry Packer. He’s acting like Kerry Packer but is he Kerry Packer. The salesperson walks 
as calmly as they could into the floor mangers office and asks for advice. The manger rings up Kerry 
Packer’s office and explains the situation. To which Packer’s personal assistant says, what is the man 
wearing? So they quick look and reply “Grey suit, red tie, blue shirt.” That’s him, says his assistant. Give 
him whatever he wants. The money will be soon in your account. Which they do, but it’s still a risk isn’t it? 

 
For it pays to ask the question, who is this guy? Is he really who he claims to be? And in this case, he was. 
And in the same vain we need to ask the same question of Jesus. Who is this guy? Before you give your life 
to him, before you follow him through thick and thin, before you take up your cross, you need to nail 
down, really nail down who Jesus really is. 

 
And so, before us at the end of Mark chapter 6 we have two classic stories, two amazing stories, two 
astonishing stories about two things that Jesus did and they are there so that we can work out who he 
really is. And so, without issuing a complete spoiler alert let me say I am going to summarise this passage 
with a quote from Psalm 23, “The Lord (Jesus) is my Shepherd”. Except I am going to use Yoda speak and 
declare Shepherd, the Lord Jesus is my. 

 
1. Let’s start with Shepherd (verses 30-44) 

30 “The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done & taught. 31 Then, because so 
many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, “Come 
with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” 32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to 
a solitary place. 
 
The first thing you notice in this passage is the care that Jesus is displaying to his disciples. They have just 
spent their time throughout Galilee preaching the gospel and they come back elated and tired. And Jesus 
doesn’t just push them further to the brink, he instead takes them to a quiet place where they can get 
some rest. He cares for them. He looks after them. He offers them some time away to reflect and recharge. 

 
Now I think there is an important principle at stake here as we serve Jesus. It is not unscriptural to take a 
rest. It is not wrong to get away from the Church & people and take a break. I once head this poem “Mary 
had a little lamb, ‘twas given her to keep, but then it joined the local Church and died from lack of sleep!” 
 
Friends, bodies and brains have their limits. Often, we push ourselves too far at home, at work & in the 
Church & you and I need to remember that rest is godly. God gave us a day each week to worship him and 
enjoy his good provision. And here we see that Jesus, like a good shepherd is caring for his sheep and 
giving them exactly what they need, rest. And maybe in our changed circumstances we too can get some 
more healthy habits of rest! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_eJUqY_6tqo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCJLViLNh78
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Rest, except, the crowds had other ideas. 33” But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on 
foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 
compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So, he began teaching them many 
things”. 

 
But we see that Jesus also has compassion on the crowds. They have probably run about 8-10 kilometres 
around the lake to be with him. And we are going to find out there are about 5,000 men now on the 
shoreline & probably 10 to 20,000 people when you add the women and children. And yes, Jesus and his 
disciples are tired and they do need rest but this crowd is like sheep without a shepherd. 

 
And that is the key word in this passage. Shepherd. Jesus is the good shepherd. And that idea is weaved 
through the whole story in a very clever way. For these crowds are hungry, not just for food but ultimate 
Jesus knows they are hungrier for the word of God. So, the first thing he does is teach them, feed them 
from God’s word, that’s what a good shepherd does. 
 
Now in our passage Mark has set before us a contrast between Jesus and those who should be 
shepherding these people. In the passage before we see Herod in a drunken stupor in a court full of revelry 
and debauchery – now he should be these people’s shepherd. But he is too interested in having a good 
time. The passage after this in Mark 7 we will meet again the Pharisees the religious leaders of these 
people. They should be the people’s shepherd but they are too tied up with legalism and with judging 
others who have broken the law. 

 
These people are sheep without a shepherd but now there is a good shepherd Jesus who will teach the 
crowds as well as care for their physical needs. And so, he says to his disciples “You give them something to 
eat.” They said to him, “That would take more than half a year’s wages! Are we to go and spend that much 
on bread & give it to them to eat?” The disciples see the problem it’s going to cost them thousands of 
dollars even to provide a snack, a fries and a shake but Jesus sees the opportunity for the shepherd to care 
for his sheep. 38 “How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” When they found out, they said, 
“Five—and two fish.” Not enough the disciples think. Too much thinks Jesus! 

 
 39 Then Jesus sits them down in groups on the green grass (There is the good shepherd making his sheep lie 
down in green pastures). 40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds & fifties. (There is the good shepherd 
preparing a table for his sheep). 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he 
gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to distribute to the people. He also 
divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate and were satisfied, 43 and the disciples picked up twelve 
basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish.  (The people are now filled to overflowing & each of the 
disciples now have leftovers to be enjoyed in the days to come) 
 
It’s the 23rd psalm isn’t it? “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want, he makes me lie down in green 
pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters”. Their cup is now overflowing. They have now received 
goodness and mercy from their shepherd, the good shepherd Jesus. So that's the picture; painted very 
carefully by Mark in the way he tells the story. Here are these sheep without a shepherd; and Jesus says to 
them, “I’ll be your shepherd.”  
 

It is a wonderful picture of God doing the impossible. Of Jesus providing for his people in a supernatural 
way. Just like Moses fed the crowds manna in the desert and provided for their physical needs so Jesus will 
provide for his sheep physical needs and spiritual needs.  
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So, who is Jesus? He is the shepherd that these sheep really need. He is the shepherd who will provide for 
his sheep, who will teach his sheep, who will lead his sheep, who will protect his sheep. That is who he is. 
And we need to know that before we jump on his bandwagon. We need to be convinced of that before we 
take up the cross and follow him. And we need to know that in the midst of a world of fear and uncertainty 
that today and every day we have a good shepherd who will care for us, teach us, lead us and protect us. 

 
George Mueller, a Christian man who ran an orphanage in London, one day had no food to give his orphans 
& no money to buy them food. So, what was he to do? He got them to sit down for breakfast in front of an 
empty table. He then thanked God for His goodness & his provision of daily bread & when they all had said 
“Amen”. Then there was a bit of an awkward silence. Followed by a knock at the door. A local baker was 
wondering if they could do with some of the bread that he had just baked this morning and was left over. 

 
Jesus is a shepherd who still provides today. He still feeds us today. He still protects us today. And Mark 
has written this story for us to be convinced of this truth not just in our head but our heart & in our lives. 
The Lord is my Shepherd or in Yoda’s words, Shepherd,  

 
2. The Lord is (verses 45-52) 

45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat & go on ahead of him to Bethsaida while he 
dismissed the crowd. 46 After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray”. I think it is important 
for us to note that any time that Jesus faced a critical moment in his ministry, he prayed. Any time Jesus 
was involved in a spiritual conflict he prayed. As John Piper once said “Until you believe that life is war, you 
cannot know what prayer is for.” 

 
47” Later that night, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 48 He saw the disciples 
straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. Shortly before dawn he went out to them, 
walking on the lake”. But like any good parent Jesus also has one eye on his kids. Like any good shepherd 
Jesus is still aware of the needs of his sheep. And by about 3 o’clock in the morning the sheep are in 
trouble. Yes, they are where Jesus told them to be, out on the lake. But that doesn’t mean that life is 
particularly easy for them for the storm is now gale force and they are making no headway into the wind. 

 
The early Church picked up this image of Jesus in prayer and the disciples in the boat in the midst of a 
storm and saw this as a picture of the Church. The Church is often in trouble, it feels like it is sinking & 
Jesus is nowhere to be seen. But he is there praying for the Church & Jesus will come & save the Church 
maybe at the last moment but at least before we sink.  
But look how he comes. He walks on the water. He walks on the lake! Now humans can’t do that, can we? 
So, we are learning something extra about Jesus. He is not like one of us. Yes, he can feed 5000 with one 
boy’s lunch, yes, he can heal the sick and even raise the dead but he also walks on water. Now who on 
earth walks on water? 
 
The book of Job 9:8 says “He alone (that is God) stretches out the heavens and treads on the waves of the 
sea.” So as Jesus walks on water, as Jesus gets into the boat and immediately the storm calms down. As 
Jesus says the words I am, he is telling us who he really is. He is God. He is the Lord. He is more than just a 
shepherd; he is the Lord who is my shepherd. 
 
This is not just a good man. This is not just a miracle worker. He is God in human form. Now I know that 
this is hard for our minds to grasp. I know that when we try and figure out what this means, Jesus is 100% 
man, yes, I can believe that. Jesus is 100% God, well that’s much harder to believe that. But maybe we can 
grasp that. But Jesus is 100% man and 100% God, that sounds a little crazy don’t you think? 
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And talking about crazy read the text again, verse 48, “about the fourth watch of the night he went out to 
them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them” What’s this all about? They are straining at the 
oars; they are tired and exhausted and he doesn’t use his miraculous powers to make the situation a bit 
easier for his friends. He doesn’t calm the storm, like he did once before in Mark 4? Instead he plans to 
walk on by? 

 
The blind hymn writer Fanny Crosby picks up this subject. “Pass me not, O gentle Saviour, hear my humble 
cry; While on others Thou art calling, do not pass me by.” Sometimes it seems like Jesus is passing us by. 
We are straining with life’s difficulties and he doesn’t seem to stop. He could change the situation and yet 
he leaves us to do things in our own strength. 

 
But I don’t think that gets to the bottom of this idea that Jesus was about to pass them by. Because that 
phrase passing by is used twice of God in the OT.  Do you remember, for example, Exodus 33:19-22, Moses 
on Mount Sinai has prayed, “O Lord, show me Your glory!” and God told Moses in reply, “I will make all My 
goodness pass by in front of you”. In that case God, as he passes by Moses, is revealing himself to Moses. 
And the same thing happens to Elijah at Mt Horeb. God was not in the wind, in the fire or in the 
earthquake, but in a still, small voice when, as 1 Kings 11 says “the Lord passed by.”  

 
You see Jesus was about to pass them by because he was revealing himself to them. It wasn’t that he 
didn’t care but they needed to know that he was in charge of the storm. That He can walk on water. That 
Jesus Christ is God in the flesh. And that thought, that trust, that revelation, scares the disciples. It really 
scares them. “He was about to pass by them, 49 but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought 
he was a ghost. They cried out, 50 because they all saw him and were terrified. 

 
Mark my words being in the presence of God is a scary thing. One of the most awesome  
things I have ever seen in my life was looking down from its rim into a live volcano. The  
power of the lava being pushed high into the air blew my mind. But what scared me even more was that 
God had made that volcano. That God was in control of that volcano. The whole incident left me quite 
shaken. The God who made me is one powerful being.  
Mark simply wants us to see, that the Lord Jesus is the one who rescues the disciples when they are in 
distress. And isn’t that also the emphasis of the Christian gospel? It is not about our faith; it is by grace you 
have been saved through faith. It is not that we love God but that He loved us first. It is not we save 
ourselves but He saves us. Shepherd, the Lord is  

 
3. Is (verses 53-56)  

53 “When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored there... 56 And wherever he went 
they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, & 
all who touched it were healed”. 
 
The Lord then shows compassion on the crowds. They are hurting and so he heals them. He touches then 
and their ailments go. It is not just that Jesus was God, He is God! He is the Lord and he shows the Lords 
power over the water, over the food and even over people’s bodies and their health.  He is saving those 
who are helpless and he is transforming the lives of those who are hurting. Shepherd, the Lords Jesus is … 
He is my, is my Shepherd. 

 
4. My.  

You see if Jesus is my shepherd then when we are hungry, we should go to him for our spiritual food. 
Spurgeon once said, “Come, then, weary, hungry sinner. You have nothing to do but to take Christ… Open 
your mouth and receive the food. Faith to receive what Christ provides is all that is needed.” 
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You see when we understand that the Lord is not just a shepherd but my shepherd then we want to feed 
on his word. We want to gulp down the sustenance he provides. We want to consume the bread of life. 
We want to drink the water of life. We know that work doesn’t ultimately satisfy nor does money or fame 
or holidays or homes. But Jesus does. So, we have a hunger for the things of God. A thirst for the very 
presence of Jesus. 

 

Food for the hungry and help for the helpless. If Jesus can feed thousands with a few loaves of bread. If he 
can calm the storm and walk on water. If he has come to shepherd his people then he can help me no 
matter what situation I am in. For nothing is impossible for God, nothing is beyond God’s possibility. 
Nothing in all of the earth is beyond the creator of the earth. So, when we feel weak, when we feel 
defeated, when we feel helpless, we need to go the shepherd, my shepherd who will help us in our time of 
need. 
 
Food for the hungry, help for the helpless and healing for the hurting. Are we sick, come to Jesus. Are we 
overburdened, ask Jesus for a yoke that you can carry. Are you depressed, are you lonely, are you 
overwhelmed? Jesus heals. Jesus saves. Jesus forgives. Jesus empowers. 

 

Imagine you'd been that shop assistant the day Kerry Packer came in; and you'd said, “sorry no cash no 
sale.” and you've just blown the best day's sales figures in the history of your store. How much more of a 
tragedy not to recognise Jesus when he comes to us today and says. I am your shepherd; I am the Lord. 
Friends, the Lord is your shepherd which means you can trust him today no matter how much stress you 
are under, no matter how sick you are, how isolated you are, how worries you are. It was be a tragedy to 
have a shepherd who could help you and then think we can do it all without him.  
 
Closing Song 
Charlestown  Cling to Christ   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0naB3Nb7boE 
Swansea The Lord’s my shepherd https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4TKvnYafes  

 
Benediction As we leave our time of worship, hear these words from Jesus, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be 
afraid.” The one who fed the 5,000, the one who walked on water, the one who calmed the storm is 
speaking to us today and saying. Don’t fear. I am in control. So take courage! 
 
Virtual Morning Tea We would normally be having morning tea so in its place we would love for you to 
now make up to 3 x 10-minute phone calls 

1. To someone in the Church you haven’t seen/spoken to for a while 
2. To someone in the church you don’t know. Either look up your Church phonebook or Elvanto and 

give them a call. 
3. A non-Christian you know. Just to see how they are going & if there is anything you can do to help. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0naB3Nb7boE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4TKvnYafes

